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When hate comes to town 
A community response to the EDL 
Wednesday 11 May 2011 
Leicester 


The English Defence League has brought tensions, divisions and even violence to towns 
and cities throughout Britain since it was formed in 2009. The far-right group is widely 
accepted as being the biggest organised threat to social cohesion today. 


In partnership with Leicester City Council, Searchlight Educational Trust is holding a 
one-day conference on Wednesday 11 May to look at ways councils and communities 
should deal with the EDL and explore how the threat of the EDL can be turned into an 
opportunity to bring communities together. 


This conference is designed to assist community leaders, faith communities, local 
authority representatives and local and regional police forces. 


@ What exactly is the EDL? 

@ How should local authorities respond? 

@ How can community and faith groups unite local people? 

@ Are the police partners or simple defenders of law and order? 

@ How can we work with young people to reject the politics of hate? 
@ What is the role of the local media? 


This unique conference will be an opportunity to share and develop good practice and 
build a national community network to overcome hate. 


Searchlight Educational Trust in partnership with 
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€oJ Leicester City Council 


For more information and registration visit 
www.setrust.org.uk 


Searchlight Educational Trust, registered in England, company no 2738367 
Registered charity 1013880 
PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG 
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Editorial 


THE PRIZE AT HAND 


WE ARE ONLY a few weeks away from the 
2011 local elections and much of our focus 
is on limiting and even reversing BNP 
council gains. A year ago the BNP went into 
the local elections with 54 councillors. 

Of the 28 who were up for election only 
two survived. Since then the party has been 
consumed with financial and internal 
problems. After a number of resignations 
and defections there are now only 23 BNP 
councillors of whom 11 are up for election 
next month. 

As we stress in this magazine the 
country's economic difficulties could boost 
the BNP, or another far-right party, in the 
future. For now, however, the BNP is on the 
back foot and will be fighting hard just to 
stand still. Our priority is to push the party 
back further so that when the far right’s 
political fortunes improve it will start from a 
much lower base. 

Many people believe the BNP is finished. 
It is not but if we can defeat its current crop 
of councillors without it winning any more 
then it will definitely put another nail it the 
BNP's political coffin. 


AN EMBARRASSING END 
After a six-month campaign the BNP's 
national petition to “Bring Our Boys 
Home" ended in an embarrassing 
whimper. Despite boasts of 100,000 
names, the petition, when it was 
eventually handed in, numbered just 
10,000. A national mobilisation to 
accompany it to 10 Downing Street 
brought out just 50 supporters. 

This is all indicative of a party bereft of 
ideas, momentum and activists. 


NEW PARTIES? 

This edition of Searchlight reveals the 
formation of a new political party and 
rumours of another. Leading UKIP 
supporters have registered the British 
Tea Party with the Electoral Commission 
while the English Defence League is 
toying with the idea of turning itself into 
a political party. 

| predict that neither kite will fly. 

The idea of the British Tea Party came at 
the height of media coverage of the US 
organisation that played an increasingly 
powerful role in the Republican Party 
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during the mid-term elections. Rather than 
learn about the message that resonated 
with a section of the electorate, UKIP 
thought it could just lift the party name and 
success was possible. The US Tea Party is 
named after an American uprising against 
British occupiers. The UK version will have 
much more in common with the one in 
Alice in Wonderland. 

Over in Luton the EDL leadership is 
considering standing in the local elections. 
This could be as independents or as the 
EDL. While their message might resonate 
on some of the estates of Luton it is 
unlikely to lead to a bright political future. 
The involvement of so many football 
hooligans, fascists and other thugs means 
that most voters will hold them in disdain. 


AN EDITORIAL CHANGE 

Over the past few months Searchlight has 
been highly critical of the Daily Star's 
reporting of the EDL. This culminated in 
February with what was considered by 
many to be a public endorsement. 

After all our campaigning we finally got 
a response from the owners of the Daily 
Star, who made it very clear that the 
newspaper will not be backing the street 
gang or any other extremist organisation. 
“Our stand has always been and always 
will be that of strongly opposing 
extremism and fanaticism no matter what 
quarter it comes from, whether it be 
burning Poppies or copies of the Koran,” 
a representative of Northern & Shell wrote 
in a letter to me. 

“We assure Searchlight that the Daily 
Star will continue to endeavour to be a fair 
and accurate newspaper serving a true 
United Kingdom and all its people,” the 
statement continued. 

We welcome this statement and what we 
understand to be a change in direction. 

We will remain vigilant to keep the 
newspaper to its word. 


Nok Loa 


Nick Lowles editor 
e: nick@hopenothate.org.uk 
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campaign re 


by Nick Lowles 


The HOPE not hate campaign won a silver 
award at the Pollies last month, hosted by 
the American Association of Political 
Consultants (AAPC). 

The award was given in the international | O 
internet campaign category. C 

The Pollies are the most prestigious 
awards in the political campaign and public 
affairs industry. They recognise the best in 
the business in over 100 political 
campaigning and public affairs categories. 
The first was held in 2007. The Pollie 
Conference is the nationally recognised 
meeting place for those interested in the 
latest political trends and cutting-edge 
technologies. 

This is the second consecutive year that 
the HOPE not hate campaign was 
recognised at the Pollies. Last year we won 
two awards, a silver for the “Not in my 
Name" video and an honourable mention in | 
the international category. 

The HOPE not hate campaign was also 
the runner-up in the Orange Digital Election | 
Awards for the best non-party political 
campaign of the 2010 elections. 

This month the HOPE not hate campaign 
has been nominated in the National Press 
Awards for campaign of the year, together 
with the Daily Mirror. 

These awards are recognition of the 
success of the HOPE not hate campaign 
and the hard work of all our supporters. 

They are also an acknowledgement of 
the success of our online campaign, 
co-ordinated with Blue State Digital. 

The awards are very welcome but as 
always are secondary to the victories we 
have achieved against the British National 
Party and more recently the English 
Defence League. Among them are the 51-0 
annihilation of the BNP in Barking and 
Dagenham and the successful community 
campaign against the EDL in Bradford. 


~~ a 
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he British National Party 

leadership must be going 

into the 2011 elections 
with a degree of trepidation. 
Against the background of cuts, 


rising living costs and increasing 


insecurity, the BNP should benefit. 


Instead, it enters the elections 
fearful of a wipe-out. 

The BNP is defending 11 
council seats this year, nearly half 
its total number of councillors. 
This includes all five in Stoke-on- 
Trent and one each in Bradford, 
Burnley, Charnwood, North West 
Leicestershire, Staffordshire 
Moorlands and Boston. 

In addition there is a ward in 
Thurrock where Emma Colgate 
was elected for the BNP but 
resigned the party whip last 
November, a ward in North West 
Leicestershire where Graham 
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Wipe-out Is 


Nick Lowles looks ahead to next month's local elections 


Partner resigned his seat in 
February and a ward in Sevenoaks 
where the BNP won a by-election 
in 2009 but is unlikely to contest 
the seat this time. 

Last year the BNP lost all but two 
of its 28 councillors up for election. 
This took out nearly half its 
councillor base and another bad 
year is likely this year due to a 
combination of a resurgent Labour 
vote and the poor state of the BNP. 

The one glimmer of hope for 
the BNP will be the Welsh 
Assembly elections, contested 
under proportional representation. 
In 2007 the BNP just missed out 
on a North Wales seat by 2,500 
votes. As with all PR elections the 
potential success of the BNP 
depends as much on the 
distribution of votes for the other 
parties as on its own fortunes. 


JEWEL IN THE CROVIN 

The main contest will be in Stoke- 
on-Trent where boundary changes 
mean that all five BNP councillors 
will face the voters. Instead of the 
previous 20 wards there are now 
37, of which 31 are one member 
wards, five have two members 
and one will return three 
councillors. In total 44 councillors 
will replace the current 60. 

The BNP publicly hopes it will 
increase its number of councillors 
but privately the party would be 
overjoyed just to retain its current 
five. In its favour is the fact that 
its two strongest wards, Abbey 
Hulton and Townsend, and 
Bentilee and Ubberley, are 
multimember wards. The BNP will 
also be boosted by continuing 
problems in the local Labour 
Party, which remains split, 


demoralised and in some areas 
very inactive. 


The BNP, however, is not without 


its own problems and divisions. 
Last year the BNP's council group 
leader Alby Walker resigned from 
the party shortly before the 
general election and rarely missed 
an opportunity to attack his 
former friends. That, combined 
with an increased Labour vote in 
the general election, meant the 
BNP lost all the council seats it 
was defending. 

Since then the divisions have 
grown, though they have mainly 
been personal rather than political 
fallouts. Stoke BNP is led by 
Councillor Michael Coleman but 
he has had strong differences with 
other local members, including 
Councillor Steve Batkin. 

Stoke-on-Trent was once 
described as the party's jewel in 
the crown by Nick Griffin, the BNP 
leader, and at one point the 
BNP was the second largest party 
on the council with nine councillors. 
A year ago the BNP was eyeing the 
2011 elections with excitement, 
believing it had a chance to make 
further substantial gains. Now, 
however, times are very different 


Two Stoke-on-Trent 
BNP councillors who 
we hope will lose 
their seats: Michael 
Coleman (left) and 
Steve Batkin 


Our campaign literature is being shaped 


by the findings of our Fear and HOPE 
report. We have been able to identify 
the social make-up of each of our key 
wards and we will be producing 
literature specifically directed at the 
people we need to engage. In addition 
to general campaign materials we will 
also be producing material for women 
and BAME voters, two groups strongly 
in the anti-BNP camp. 


and there is a real opportunity to 
wipe out the BNP once and for all. 

It is because of this that Stoke- 
on-Trent is our national priority 
this year. 

The East Midlands offers many 
challenges. Four years ago the 
BNP polled strongly in several 
councils across the region and on 
paper should be looking to do 
the same again this year, but like 
in many other regions 
resignations and demoralisation 
will affect its chances. 
Interestingly though, given the 
rural nature of large swathes of 


the East Midlands, the BNP could 
benefit from the anti- 
government swing which might 
not necessarily go to Labour. 

The collapse of the Liberal 
Democrat vote in recent council 
and parliamentary by-elections 
could leave the BNP vote strong in 
parts of East Lancashire and West 
Yorkshire. In recent years the 
Liberal Democrats have done well 
in some BNP strongholds by 
positioning themselves as the anti- 
Labour and anti-BNP option. Ina 
council by-election in Burnley last 
month the Liberal Democrats 
slipped to third place in a ward 
they won last May. Labour won 
the seat comfortably but the BNP 
vote stayed firm. This, coupled 
with the poor result in the Barnsley 
Central parliamentary by-election, 
could make several wards 
vulnerable in Burnley, Pendle, 
Bradford and Kirklees. 

One of the key factors however 
is how many BNP candidates will 
actually stand. With so many 
sackings, resignations and general 
demoralisation many previously 
active branches have become 
dormant. Some might be 
resurrected in time but few BNP 
groups will be able to run anything 
more than paper campaigns. 

Nowhere will this be more 
evident than in the East of 
England, which was firmly with 
Eddy Butler and the anti-Griffin 
camp. Several key activists, and 
indeed councillors, have resigned 
from the party, the regional 
organiser has again been replaced 
and it is hard to see that the BNP 
has the capacity to stand in 
anywhere near as many wards as 
in the past. 
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Yorkshire remains a mystery. 
Nearly the whole region is opposed 
to Griffin and this will almost 
certainly affect the number of 
candidates standing. Kirklees BNP 
is virtually defunct and once again 
the Cromies, in Bradford, are 
sounding out other parties about a 
possible defection. 

Nevertheless there will still be 
several wards where the BNP 


CAMPAIGN DIARY 
@ 8 April Union Friday 


@ 16-17 April National day of action 
in our key regional targets 


@ 1 May eve of poll national day of action 


BNP councillor Linda 
Cromie: HOPE not 
hate wants to stop 
her following her 
husband Paul Cromie 
(below) back into the 
council chamber 


poses a threat. The strong UK 
Independence Party vote in the 
Barnsley Central by-election, 
where it and the BNP combined 
took 18% of the vote, proves 
there is a strong rightwing vote 
out there. UKIP might benefit in 
some wards but in others it will be 
the BNP. Wards in South Leeds 
and Barnsley will be fiercely 
contested by the BNP, while the 
Liberal Democrat-held ward of 
Cleckheaton could produce a 
surprise if the BNP finds the 
resources to contest it hard. 

Our key priority in Yorkshire, 
however, is Queensbury ward in 
Bradford. The BNP, or more 
accurately Paul and Linda Cromie, 
have made this ward their own in 
recent years and this was one of 
the two seats the party held last 
year. Complicating matters for us 
is that the only party able to 
defeat the BNP is the 
Conservatives so the nature of 
our campaign, and our literature, 
has to be very different compared 
to elsewhere. 

The Burnley ward of Hapton- 
with-Park will be our key focus in 
the North West, where we will 
hope to repeat last year's defeat of 
one of the BNP’s three councillors. 
Given that Labour is best placed to 
beat the BNP we will be assisted 
by a probable Labour revival. 
There are other key wards in 
Burnley but it is likely that the BNP 


os 


will put its main effort into 
Hapton-with-Park. 

Our campaign literature is 
being shaped by the findings 

of our Fear and HOPE report. 
We have been able to identify 
the social make-up of each of our 
key wards and we will be producing 
literature specifically directed at 
the people we need to engage. 

In addition to general campaign 
materials we will also be producing 
material for women and BAME 
(black, Asian and minority ethnic) 
voters, two groups strongly in the 
anti-BNP camp. 

We are also working with the 
unions to produce a leaflet for 
union members, and with the 
political parties to tailor material 
for them. 

It will be our most targeted and 
sophisticated campaign to date. 

North Wales is going to be more 
of a problem. While in our key 
council wards our task is simply to 
turn out more votes in a small 
area, the Welsh Assembly election 
requires us to increase the turnout 
of anti-BNP voters over a whole 
region while suppressing the BNP 
vote as much as possible. 

To help co-ordinate our 
campaign we are putting a worker 
into North Wales for the final few 
weeks of the campaign. 

The BNP is in a bad state. 

There are deep divisions in the party, 
huge financial problems and general 
demoralisation. However, there is no 
room for complacency. Most voters 
are unaware of these problems and 
many will vote for the BNP if the 
party is on the ballot paper. 

The BNP's difficulties also 
provide us with an opportunity. 

At some stage the BNP, or another 
far-right party, will recover so we 
need to defeat it while we can. 
Building on last year's success 
could result in the BNP lose half of 
its remaining councillors without 
winning any new seats. 

A total wipe-out is our goal for 
the 2011 elections. a 


,.www.hopenothate.org.uk__ 
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Never before have so 
few signed so little 


The British National Party's “Bring 
Our Boys Home” campaign, which 
calls for the immediate withdrawal 
of British troops from Afghanistan, 
brought Nick Griffin to Downing 
Street on 17 March to present a 
petition allegedly containing 
10,000 signatures. Despite calls 
for a national turnout, fewer than 
50 supporters made it to the 
meeting point at the Cenotaph in 
London, an acute embarrassment 
for the party leader. 

Even more embarrassing was 
that those present included the 
notorious “granny pornstar” Linda 
Kitchen, whose husband Ian was 
forced to resign as the party's 
Yorkshire organiser after her antics 
on film were splashed all over the 
Sunday Sport. She was 
accompanied by Simon Goodricke, 
a bent former police officer who 
served 18 months in prison for 
perverting the course of justice. 


Defiling the Cenotaph: SY 
Nick Griffin (centre) with 
granny porn star Linda KitcHgn 
between the green-jacketed 
man and the police officer 
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The BNP crew fell out of the Red 
Lion pub just in time to listen to a 
sermon by the BNP's fake vicar, 
Robert West. Griffin laid a wreath. 
Bemused tourists stopped to stare 
but most paid the BNP no 
attention. Griffin and his followers 
then walked the short distance to 
Number 10 where they were 
ushered through the security gates 
and allowed to present their 
petition, which the BNP describes 
as only “the first wave", although 
the party's online petition has 
closed - with a mere 389 
signatures. 

The BNP website claims that 
“passing members of the public 
joined British National Party 
members in applauding a short 
speech by Nick Griffin". Nearly all 
were tourists who had no idea 
who he was or what he was 
saying. One Italian tourist standing 
next to a Searchlight reporter 


asked who the men were. 
Told they were fascisti, the tourist 
grimaced and walked away. 

Why the petition had just 10,000 
signatures is unclear. Collecting 
these signatures at stalls set up in 
shopping centres all over the 
country has been the party's main 
activity since early September and 
party units claimed to have gained 
hundreds of signatures on each 
outing. Paul Golding, the BNP's 
former communications officer, has 
said 90,000 signatures were 
collected, but only 4,000 had been 
“processed”, an indication of the 
true purpose of the campaign, 
which was to collect names and 
addresses of people that the party 
could later tap for money. The rest 
were left “gathering dust" claims 
Golding, who recently left the party. 

Like so much in the BNP these 
days, the campaign ended up 
mired in incompetence and lies. & 
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Fear & HOPE next steps 


Nick Lowles 


“AT CERTAIN MOMENTS a specific 
publication can turn the page on what 
went before," wrote Jon Cruddas MP 
on the launch of Searchlight Educational 
Trust's Fear and HOPE report. 

“Occasionally — by the way it contests 
comfortable assumptions — a specific 
pamphlet can challenge, and indeed 
subsequently alter, how we view society. 
A piece of research can sometimes shine 
a light on cultural shifts as they occur; 
providing us with an empirical, real 
time focus on the country we inhabit. 
When this happens it demands a 
political response. 

“The research in this Fear and HOPE 
document is, | believe, one such 
publication.” 

David Miliband was equally effusive. 
“This is essential reading," the former 
Foreign Secretary told Andrew Marr on 
his Sunday morning programme. Even 
Deputy Prime Minister Nick Clegg made 
reference to the report in his speech on 


multiculturalism and extremism in Luton. 


Fear and HOPE: the new politics of 
identity paints a disturbing picture of 
our attitudes towards each another and 
the unknown. It graphically underlines 
the dangers that lie ahead if the issues 
highlighted in the research are not 
addressed. Fear and HOPE throws down 
a challenge to the political parties to 
really understand what is happening in 
the body politic and then do something 
about it. Fear and HOPE shakes the 
confidence of those who believe that all 
is well in Britain's multiracial society. 

The report found that there is not a 
progressive majority in society and 
revealed a deep resentment to 
immigration, as well as scepticism 
towards multiculturalism. It also showed 
that economic and social insecurity was 
a key driver for fear and hate in society. 
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BRIEFINGS 

It has been a busy month since the 
launch of the Fear and HOPE report. 

We have briefed MPs, trade unionists, 
HOPE not hate activists, the Metropolitan 
Police's Independent Advisory Group and 
senior staff at the Department of 
Communities and Local Government. 

Over the coming month we will brief 
senior government and opposition 
leaders, representatives of organisations 
from the Muslim and Jewish 
communities and the Muslim Police 
Association. In late April we are taking 
our study to the US with events in 
Washington DC and New York. 

We have been trying to draw out the 
lessons of the report with each of these 
groups, highlighting relevant sections 
pertinent to them. 

We have also been quick to 
incorporate some of the findings into 
our campaigning. Literature distributed 
in our key council wards in late March 
attempted to speak to the group of 
swing voters our research discovered: 
the identity ambivalents. These people 
were generally positive towards non- 
whites and multiculturalism but adopted 
a hostile attitude to immigration because 
of their own economic insecurity. 

These voters — 28% of the population — 
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will decide whether the BNP wins or 
loses in May's elections. 

The study is just the beginning of our 
work. Over the next few months we 
shall examine in more detail groups 
and issues brought out in the report. 
We shall attempt to identify public 
policy remedies and build positive 
community responses to fear and hate. 

The report concluded that “the 
future is unwritten and it is all to 
play for”. That is definitely true. 

The Fear and HOPE survey showed 
that the new centre-ground voters 
are receptive to messages of 
openness, acceptance and pluralism 
— but they also need social and 
economic reassurance. 

If we can understand the new politics 
of identity then we can win them over. 
If we fail to do so then we risk their fear 
turning to hate. That is the challenge 
towards which Searchlight Educational 
Trust, and the Together project it is 
launching, will be working now. z 


To read the Fear and HOPE 
report in full and to learn more 
about the Together project visit: 
www.fearandhope.org.uk 
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UKIP registers 
British Tea Party 


UKIP activists register British Tea Party name with 
the Electoral Commission reports David Williams 


IN A LONG anticipated move, two 
activists from Nigel Farage’s UK 
Independence Party (UKIP) have 
registered the name “Tea Party” with 
the Electoral Commission in an 
attempt to stake its claim to the 
political ground encapsulated by the 
name in the United States and to 
prevent others from trying to 

do so. 

Michael McGough, a 

UKIP National 


Executive Committee member, and 
Andrew Smith, a former UKIP 
treasurer and chairman of the party’s 
Epping Forest branch, registered the 
name on 17 November 2010. Smith is 
its leader with McGough its 
nominating officer and treasurer. 

The decision to register the name 
was apparently done with Farage’s 
blessing. The party’s address is Smith’s 
home in Epping Forest. 

Both men are involved with 
The Freedom Association (TFA), 
McGough sitting on its nation- 
al executive committee. TFA 

took part in a conference 
organised by the European 
Resource Bank and the con- 
j troversial TaxPayers’ Alliance 
: campaign group in London in 
=») September 2010 that brought 
4 together free market think 
tanks and prominent US 
Tea Party activists 
such as Matt and 
Terry Kibbe of 
FreedomWorks, 
the Tea Party 
4 faction chaired 
9 by the former 
House of 
Representatives 
Majority Leader 
Dick Armley. 

Unlike other 
5 Tea Party 
> factions, 
FreedomWorks 

has made an 
“explicit attempt 
to narrow the focus 
of the movement as 


(left) Michael 
McGough British 
Tea Party treasurer 
Photo from flickr 
by The Freedom 
Association 


a whole to fiscal issues”, which would 
have endeared itself to such British 
groups for whom the visceral racism of 
some other components of the 

Tea Party movement would have 

been repellent. 

Discussions about founding a British 
Tea Party have ebbed and flowed; 
speculation regarding its prospects for 
success and its potential leaders has 
preoccupied commentators. The anti- 
EU Conservative MEP Daniel Hannan 
was involved in attempting to launch 
one such initiative last year. 

However, it is the UKIP rather than 
the Conservative Party that claims it is 
the natural voice of this Tea Party 
constituency. 

Farage says his party speaks for those 
who feel “overtaxed, overgoverned, not 
being listened to” and has welcomed 
comparisons with the US Tea Party 
movement. His own tirades against 
Brussels bureaucrats have won ringing 
endorsements from figures associated 
with the Tea Party, including Glenn 
Beck, the right-wing conspiracist 
whose ravings are hosted by the Fox 
network. Evidently, the UKIP feels it 
prudent to take ownership of this 
particular political constituency for 
itself rather than leave the terrain open 
to a political rival. 

Should such a British Tea Party 
ever come into being as a successful 
campaigning body it will be worth 
remembering that it did not emerge 
as a popular grassroots revolt but 
rather as a campaigning exercise 
orchestrated by the well established 
elements to the right of British 
politics. | 
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Investigation 


GROWN UP? 


Two years ago, a small group of hooligans linked to Luton Town football club gathered in 
Luton to discuss “protecting” a forthcoming homecoming parade for British soldiers 
returning from Afghanistan. Matthew Collins investigates. 


THEY WERE galvanised into 
action by the events of the 
previous month, when 
pictures were broadcast 
around the world of a small 
group of Muslim extremists 
holding up placards and 
shouting abuse at the Royal 
Anglian Regiment returning 
from service in Afghanistan. 
Those images triggered a 
national outrage. 

Luton's Muslim 
community held their heads 
in their hands. There were 
already simmering tensions. 
They were already viewed 
with suspicion and 
misunderstanding by many 
outsiders, and they and the 
rest of the town shared 
being scarred by the town's 
links to the 7/7 terror 
attacks four years earlier. 

A Luton mosque was 
attacked soon after the 
homecoming parade. For the 
Stone Island clad 
“protectors” of the British 
soldiers much was at stake. 
They were the football 
hooligans of a team that had 
just that month been 
relegated from the Football 
League in a painful decline 
that mirrored that of the 
town's industries. 

They called their little group 
the United People of Luton 
(UPL) though failed to 
include the people at the 
Luton Islamic Centre who, 
after another weekend of 
hostile headlines, drove out 
the extremists for themselves. 
The confrontation outside the 
mosque brought the Bury 
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Park area to a standstill but 
made barely an impact on the 
national news. 

In June, the UPL was 
splashed across the inside 
pages of a Fleet Street 
newspaper and given a new 
name. They were now the 
English Defence League, and 
with their faces covered they 
complained about Muslim 
extremists and Sharia while 
burning a swastika for good 
effect. Few people in Luton 
were in any doubt who these 
people were, or about 
“Tommy Robinson", the 
masked man with angry and 
wild eyes (as seen through his 
balaclava) who was 
defending the English “way 
of life”. 

Two years on, the British 
servicemen and women are 
no longer in danger of 
being our “Vietnam vets". 
“Tommy Robinson" no longer 
really exists either. Everyone 
knows his real name is 
Stephen Yaxley-Lennon and 
what he looks like. He has 
clashed with George Galloway 
and Jeremy Paxman on TV 
and radio, while heading a 
street army that can in its 
thousands bring cities and 
towns to a standstill. He tried 
hard to hide his name and 
face, but somehow misjudged 
the inevitability of both being 
uncovered and, more 
worryingly for him, 
underestimated the public 
scrutiny, risks and invasions of 
privacy that come with 
running a now international 
network of football hooligans, 


drug dealers, conspiracy 
theorists, racists, 
Islamophobes and just the 
occasional out-and-out nazi. 

Despite being minded as he 
always has been by his cousin 
Kevin Carroll, joint leader of 
the EDL, Lennon no longer 
ventures into Luton. Even for 
his own “homecoming 
parade" in February he felt 
safer ensconced in a plush 
hotel on the outskirts of town 
with his close-knit personal 
coterie and a splattering of 
trusted well-wishers and 
international hangers-on. 
The police, often armed, are 
frequently at the home he 
shares with his partner and 
small children. Even when 
accompanied by television 
cameras and a large dose of 
visible personal security, he 
wears a bullet proof vest for 
interviews in the town. 

He first took to wearing 
the vest last October in 
Amsterdam, where he was 
“deflowered” by antifascists 
and football hooligans who 
took his flag out of his hands 
and smashed the windows of 
his hired van, to the apparent 
approval of the EDL-weary 
world media. Having spent 
many months at the forefront 
of invasions of English towns 
and cities by sometimes 
thousands of his followers, 
“Tommy” met his Waterloo 
in the city of love. 

After Amsterdam, sources 
close to Lennon described him 
as “emotional”. He began to 
question the direction of his 
EDL. Over 500 people had 


signed up to follow him to 
Amsterdam and his Dutch 
hosts had promised him that 
hundreds of adoring Dutch 
followers would be waiting 
for him. The reality was that 
hardly more than thirty 
people went with him, and he 
was publicly ridiculed for 
losing his cherished national 
flag and being forced to flee 
from antifascists. 

Back home, the authorities 
began an investigation into 
his family's business affairs, 
raiding his home and 
businesses and freezing his 
bank accounts. Arguments 
over the EDL's merchandising 
and the distribution of the 
money it raised had already 
threatened to boil over in the 
north of the country and 
many had reacted badly to a 
Lennon video attacking the 
popular but seemingly 
disloyal John “Snowy” Shaw. 

Last November, Lennon 
was charged with assault on 
a police officer after an 
attempt to have a go at 
members of an extremist 
Muslim group who were 
burning poppies on Rem- 
embrance Day. Face saved 
and faith in him restored, 
Lennon privately feared he 
was being victimised to the 
point of being imprisoned. 
Also arrested was Carroll, a 
confident and self-assured 
small businessman with a 
reputation for violence, who 
was already seen by many as 
the ideological steel in the 
organisation to counter 
Lennon's emotional 


United people of Luton demonstration 2009 
Photo from flickr by martin_spooner 


outbursts. If Lennon was 
their leader, most certainly 
Carroll was their general. 

February 2011 was 
supposed to be Lennon's 
and Carroll's “big one”. 

The decision to bring the 
EDL's travelling road show of 
violence and confrontation 
“back to where it all started” 
in Luton had long been 
expected and feared. 
Lennon's stunt at the poppy 
burning had seen the EDL's 
Facebook membership rise to 
over 70,000, inflating their 
expectations for the day, 
despite the lessons of 
Amsterdam. The national and 
international media were told 
to expect 7,000 EDL 
supporters including 
influential activists from 
across the world. 

In the run-up to the Luton 
protest, Carroll was allegedly 
confronted on his doorstep 
by a man wielding a sawn-off 
shotgun. Debate rages over 
whether it was actually a 


“jihadist”, as reported 
initially, or just a publicity 
stunt. Despite the day itself 
being relatively violence-free, 
by the EDLs standards, the 
EDL leaders were shaken not 
just by the low turnout 
(around 2,000) but also by 
the way that their local 
support deserted them. 
Post-Luton, Lennon and 
Carroll are trying to find a 
direction in which they can 
take the EDL further forward. 
The decision by the Daily Star 
to run a story that the EDL 
was toying with becoming a 
political party shocked the 
pair. Not only had they 
apparently not been 
consulted about it, they also 
feared the decision had been 
made for them by one of 
their secretive benefactors. 
Both admit to being fed 
up with the constant exposés 
of their supporters as knife 
and gun wielding fanatics 
and worry that they are being 
seen in no better a light than 


those who burnt the 
Remembrance Day poppies. 
Their reputations are also 
damaging their personal 
business interests. In an 
interview with a Dutch 
website last month, Lennon 
admitted that the actual 
behaviour of EDL supporters 
was damaging the group as 
much as its poor media 
coverage. 

The death of a 19-year-old 
EDL supporter in February, 
struck by a train at an east 
London station, hit Lennon 
hard. Having shaken off the 
scandal that followed the 
announcement by Roberta 
Moore, leader of the EDL's 
“Jewish division”, that the 
EDL had linked up with an 
American Jewish group with 
terrorist links, both Lennon 
and Carroll moved angrily 
against the far-right English 
Nationalist Alliance leader 
Bill Baker who had been 
organising a day of action in 
Dagenham when the 


tragedy occurred. A few 
days before Baker was due 
in Dagenham again, they 
accused him of “idiocy” and 
of being egotistical, 
delusional and a parasite 
who was damaging their 
organisation. Baker respon- 
ded by accusing the pair of 
putting the profits from the 
EDL “up their noses” instead 
of “into the cause”. 

Scrutiny and internal 
criticism do not sit well with 
either Carroll or Lennon. 
Others in the inner circle are 
increasingly being frozen out 
partly through paranoia, 
partly through self- 
preservation. Lennon is due 
to speak in the Netherlands 
again in May, potentially to 
discuss launching a political 
party. A major consideration 
for them will be to get their 
personal and business 
interests in order, as both 
could be held to account for 
the EDL's ongoing public 
criminality and violence. & 
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BNP regional organiser jailed for contempt 


By David Williams 


THE BRITISH NATIONAL PARTY’S 
North West regional organiser ended 
up with a 14-day prison sentence after 
he and other Liverpool activists joined 
anti-government protesters to storm a 
court and try to arrest the judge. 

Around 600 demonstrators 
converged on Birkenhead County 
Court on 7 March where Roger Hayes, 
a former UK Independence Party 
member who stood for election in 
1997 as a Referendum Party candidate, 
was facing a bankruptcy hearing for 
non-payment of council tax. 

As the hearing began Hayes asked 
the judge, Michael Peake, whether he 
was “on oath of office”. Judge Peake’s 
reply, that this was a “properly 
constituted court” was evidently not 
to the liking of Hayes, who 
determined to arrest the judge “for 
contempt of court and treason”. His 
call for help to carry out the arrest was 
the cue for a large number of people 
to storm the courtroom, which 
descended into chaos. 

The police had to rescue Judge Peake 
as two of Hayes’s supporters tried to 
make a civil arrest. One man sat in the 
judge's chair and declared that Hayes 
had been “released”. At one point there 
was a standoff between police and 
several protesters who had staged a sit- 
down protest in front of several police 
cars, preventing them from 
proceeding. At least six people were 
arrested, including two for assaulting a 
police officer and four for breach of the 
peace and obstructing the police. 

The protesters included several 
Liverpool BNP activists. As police tried 
to detain one of Hayes’s supporters to 
chants of “take the handcuffs off him 
now’, Liverpool BNP “super activist” 
Peter Tierney, himself no stranger to the 
inside of a courtroom, fastened his arms 
around the man to prevent his arrest. 

Mike Whitby, the BNP’s North West 
organiser, who in fact lives outside the 
region in Wrexham, North Wales, was 
arrested for assault and sentenced to 
14 days in prison for contempt of 
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court after refusing to give the police 
his name and to recognise the court. 

The BNP nationally gave the 
protests its cautious endorsement, no 
doubt not wishing to alienate what is 
left of its former stalwart support in 
Liverpool, but taking care to point out 
that the protest was not organised by 
the BNP and that Hayes was not a 
BNP supporter. Liverpool BNP 
supplies many of the party’s “super- 
activists” who are willing to travel the 
length and breadth of the country to 
bulk out otherwise lacklustre turnouts 
for BNP activities. 

The protest was organised by 
Raymond St Clair, who describes 
himself as a “Freeman on the Land” 
and hopes that the action will herald 
the inauguration of a massive tax 
revolt movement to sweep the 
country, rather like the Tea Parties in 
the United States. The protesters came 
from the British Constitution Group 
(BCG), a peculiar anti-government 
and anti-EU group that operates from 
Hayes’s home in Wirral. 


Roger Hayes, whose protest 
led to the imprisonment of a 
BNP organiser 


(below) Demonstrators from 
Hayes's anti-government 
British Constitution Group 


The BCG’s declaration opens: “We, 
the British People have a right to 
govern ourselves” and claims “that 
right has been subjugated” by the “acts 
of treason” committed by the “political 
establishment”. This is the result of a 
malign conspiracy, argues the BCG, 
which states: “Furthermore, we are 
aware of dark hands that operate 
behind the scenes of government 
controlling individual politicians and 
the government itself.” This “shadowy 
elite of the supranational and criminal 
banking cartel” has “conspired to 
transfer our national sovereignty into 
the hands of foreign governance, 
without our consent and against the 
rule of law”, the declaration adds. 

In response, the BCG calls for 
“Lawful Rebellion” which it claims “is 
our right under article 61 Magna Carta 
1215”. The BCG has existed for several 
years though its last major activity was 
a conference on “Lawful Rebellion” 
staged in Kings Hall, Stoke-on-Trent, 
on 24 January 2009. The conference's 
aim was to “put actions into play that 
will take our country back’. 

Since the court hearing Hayes has 
applied to Wirral Magistrates’ Court 
for an arrest warrant for Jon Murphy, 
the Chief Constable of Merseyside 
Police, on the grounds that his officers 
should have assisted rather than 
prevented his attempt to “arrest” Judge 
Peake. Unsurprisingly, the District 
Judge dismissed the application. a 
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Overton of Lincoln EDL (centre) 


LINCOLN ENGLISH Defence League 
was dealt a severe blow in March when 
two of its main activists, including 
divisional leader Shane Overton, were 
handed ten-year criminal antisocial 
behaviour orders (Crasbo). 

Overton and Ashley Evans were 
found guilty of racially aggravated 
public order offences under section 
5 of the Public Order Act following 
an incident on a train at Doncaster on 
29 May last year, for which they were 
arrested by British Transport Police. 

The group of thugs had attended 
the EDL protest in Newcastle that day 
and were returning to Lincoln via the 


entitled to protest, violence has been a 
persistent feature of their 
demonstrations and on this occasion 
the offence was committed while 
travelling from a demonstration." 
Under the conditions of the Crasbo, 
Overton, 38, of Parker Avenue, 
Lincoln, is unable to travel on any 
public railway or enter any railway 
station, knowingly participate in, 
organise or control any demonstration, 
meeting gathering or website 
concerning the EDL and enter or loiter 
outside any mosque, Islamic prayer 
room, meeting room, school, cultural 
centre or festival site, or any site under 


Idiots running the circus 
PAT WHITEHOUSE (pictured below), 
the West Midlands EDL organiser, is 
never far from boiling point, especially 
when he is letting off steam at his own 
EDL comrades on Facebook. 

Following a whole raft of EDL members 
hanging up their overpriced hoodies and 
leaving the tin-pot militia, Whitehouse 
said of the EDL: “Too many egos and too 
many wannabe commanders. No unity 
just individual macho look at me |'m the 
man cyndrome [sic]. Too many good 
people leaving and the idiots staying, 
it should be the other way round. 

We know how this is goin [sic] and it's 
not looking good." Let's hope Pat is right 
with that one. 


Reinventing Arkan 


ONE OF THE regular faces at EDL 
demonstrations is Lee Highdale, a 


South Yorkshire town. 

DC Andy Haworth from the National 
Domestic Extremism Unit said: “It is 
only the second time a Crasbo of this 
nature has been granted to individuals 
participating in Defence League 
demonstrations, and it is widely 
anticipated other police forces will 
follow suit and apply for Crasbos to 
stop violent individuals from subverting 
otherwise legitimate, lawful, protests. 

“While the Defence Leagues are 


development for these purposes. 
Overton and Evans were each 
ordered to pay a £200 fine plus £15 
victim surcharge and £250 costs. 
Overton is heavily involved with 
Lincoln City's football hooligan firm, 
The Lincoln Transit Elite, and has 
previously served a football banning 
order. He also has previous 
convictions for assault, racially 
aggravated assault, threatening 
behaviour and football violence. 


former soldier from Merseyside. 
Sporting military beret and medals, 
Highdale often speaks at EDL rallies. 

It seems he has a favourite military 
man on whom he would like to model 
himself: eljko Ra natovi?, better known 
as Arkan the Serb, a paramilitary leader 
and notorious war criminal who was 
indicted by the United Nations for 
crimes against humanity. 

Highdale says of the mass killer: 
“Arkan, apparently a war criminal, 
| think not. He was fighting Islam.” 


Baker's half dozen 


FOLLOWING FEBRUARY'S EDL demonstration in 
Dagenham, where a young EDL supporter was killed after 
being hit by a train at Chadwell Heath station, relations 
between the EDL and the English Nationalist Alliance have 

) soured to breaking point. The EDL leadership has labelled 
Bill Baker, the rabidly racist ENA leader, a “parasite, 


embarrassment and opportunist" and told him he is not 
welcome at any future EDL events. 
Not to be outdone by his former bedfellows, Baker called 
~ his own ENA demonstration in Dagenham at the start of 
March just one week before the EDL was due to return 
there. However without any EDL involvement, the protest 
quickly turned into the farce everyone had expected. 


SS ee 
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Nowhere man 


As part of our series looking at the wider British right, 
Sonia Gable assesses the prospects for Eddy Butler. 


fter Eddy Butler failed last 
summer to surmount the 
impossibly high hurdles that 


Nick Griffin placed in the way of anyone 
hoping to challenge his leadership of the 
British National Party, the big question 
among Butler's supporters was whether 
to keep on fighting within the BNP or 
form a new party. 

Butler was against a new party. 

He had been there before and in 
surprisingly similar circumstances. 
Shortly after Griffin replaced John 
Tyndall as BNP leader in 1999, the 
party's treasurer and deputy chairman 
accused Griffin of financial wrongdoing. 
Griffin responded as he always does, 
by expelling his accusers. Butler and 
several others left the BNP in disgust 
and in December 2000 formed the 
Freedom Party. 

Apart from getting one councillor 
elected in South Staffordshire in 2003 
the Freedom Party made little impact 
and by 2006 was dead. Butler had 
already returned to Griffin's side in 2003 
after realising that the BNP, which had 
won three councillors in Burnley in May 
2002, had the better prospects. 

Butler's opposition to forming a new 
party proved prescient. In October 
2010 some of his former supporters, 
together with others who had fallen 
foul of Griffin, set up the British 
Freedom Party. They soon fell out with 
each other publicly and nastily, its 
leadership went through a number of 
changes and although it may field a few 
candidates in this year's local elections, 
it has zero public profile and no 
attractive personalities. 

Butler and many of his supporters 
believed that the future for the far right 
remained in the BNP. Whereas many 
disillusioned members were leaving the 
party, Butler urged supporters to renew 
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their membership so they could vote in 
a future leadership election. He went to 
great trouble to contribute to a 
“consultation” on changes to the 
party's constitution, only to have his 
effort rejected. 

However, if Butler thought he could 
carry on agitating against Griffin inside 
the BNP, he must have been very naive, 
surprisingly so for someone who has 
been active on the far right for 30 years 
and has an honours degree in history 
and politics. Butler was first suspended 
from the BNP, then expelled, though he 
retains his employment on the European 
Parliament payroll with Andrew Brons 
MEP, who has maintained a somewhat 
uncomfortable fence-sitting position 
between Butler and Griffin. 

On 24 December Butler changed his 
view on whether party members should 
renew. Reminding his readers of Griffin's 
financial mismanagement, which had 
left the party with debts of over 
£500,000, Butler declared that members 
get: “No chance to vote on anything, no 
chance to decide anything. He [Griffin] 
will never allow anyone any chance to 
vote on anything." Griffin had to be 
“starved out" said Butler, adding: “This 
is harsh but it is the only way." 

Since then Butler has continued 
waging war on Griffin from the comfort 
of his blog. Many of his articles, and 
those of a handful of guest writers, 
contain insightful analysis and plenty of 
useful information for anti-fascists. But it 
is unclear quite where Butler hopes to 
go. Constant calls for Griffin to be 
removed are not accompanied by any 
strategy for achieving that aim. 

The BNP constitution, which requires 
a challenger to obtain the support of 
20% of all party members of at least 
two years’ standing, remains in place 
and it is unclear when changes 


discussed at last year's BNP conference 
might be put to a vote. The first 
problem a challenger faces is to find out 
which members to canvass, as the party 
does not supply a list. 

Nevertheless a group of party 
members grouped under the banner of 
BNP Reform 2011 has said a leadership 
challenge will be mounted this 
summer, although: “To protect the 
candidate and ensure he/she is not 
expelled or suspended before the 
period for leadership nominations we 
shall not be revealing his/her identity 
at this time.” 

BNP Reform 2011 is independent of 
Butler, though many of its members 
supported him last year and Butler has 
condemned Griffin's moves against the 
group. Several prominent party activists 
have been suspended recently by 
Griffin's henchman Adam Walker, the 
BNP's national organiser, simply for 
attending reform meetings. 

However whether Griffin will still be 
party leader in summer and whether the 
party itself will survive or be salvageable 
is uncertain. The BNP continues to be 
saddled with huge debts which it has no 
prospect or intention of repaying, 
members are leaving amid sinking 
morale and fundraising has nearly dried 
up. Griffin spends most of his time at 
the European Parliament, adding his 
daily attendance allowance to his 
substantial MEP's salary, and has left the 
party in the charge of the power-crazed 
Walker, the moronic Clive Jefferson, 
laughably acting as the party's treasurer 
and national elections officer, and the 
highly unpopular Patrick Harrington, 
who is not even a BNP member. 

The BNP is an unincorporated 
association and Griffin is personally 
responsible for most of its debts. 

There have been claims for several 
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(above) On the campaign trial in Barking and 
Dagenham: Eddy Butler (left) with Richard Barnbrook 
now an independent member of the London Assembly 
(centre) and BNP leader Nick Griffin 


(right) Eddy Butler (left) with a Combat 18 security team 
going to an East London BNP election meeting in 1992 


months that enforcement proceedings 
are being taken against him, though little 
seems to have happened. The problem 
for creditors is that Griffin has made sure 
he has no property in his name, meaning 
that it may not be worthwhile to incur 
the costs of taking action. 

The party is in disarray in many parts 
of the country and Paul Golding, the 
party's former communications officer, 
recently described the BNP brand as 
“completely toxic”. 

Even if Griffin were to be ousted, any 
new leader would still have to deal with 
the debts. Prospective challengers might 
hope that with Griffin gone and the 
party in more competent hands, 
supporters’ donations will come flooding 
in, and it is true that BNP supporters 
may be stupid enough to throw more 
money at the dead horse. 

At the start of this year Butler raised a 
third prospect, that of unity between 
the UK Independence Party, BNP and 
the various smaller groups “on the 
patriotic, nationalistic, ‘right-wing’, 
populist, non-politically correct, 
identity-related side of the spectrum”. 
Such a party would “have over 30,000 
members” and “instantly be a major 
force in British politics”. 


Butler believed such a union would 
benefit the BNP as “it would provide 
respectability and distance from a more 
violent and hard-line past". For the 
UKIP it “would give them relevance” 
between European elections. The UKIP 
immediately rejected the idea totally 
and went on to poll considerably better 
than the BNP in two parliamentary 
by-elections. 

Butler recognised that “jealous 
personalities”, the biggest of whom is 
Griffin, would not let unity happen and 
that it was just a dream. 

On 20 March he came up with a 
new variation on the unity theme. 
Claiming that “Griffin's grasp is 
faltering" and he saw “unmistakable 
signs of a sinking tyrant", Butler called 
for reconciliation between all those 
opposed to Griffin, including 
those who left years ago or never 
joined the BNP because they were 
alienated by Griffin. “Nothing must 
stand in the way of common action to 


rid the movement of the curse that is 
Nick Griffin and his regime as quickly 
as possible,” declared Butler. 

To this end he has been speaking at 
meetings around the country. However 
it is difficult to see how he might bring 
reconciliation about. The far right has 
always been characterised by splits 
and inadequate individuals all wanting 
to be big fishes in their own small 
ponds. Butler's strength lies in running 
election campaigns. It was his work in 
the East End that got the BNP's first 
elected councillor in Tower Hamlets in 
1993, although the party lost the seat 
seven months later. However leading 
a successful political party takes much 
more than organisational skills and an 
understanding of campaigning 
techniques. 

And although Butler is an educated 
man, who held down a finance job 
with the Corporation of the City of 
London for many years, he is also a 
violent one. When Butler was running 
the BNP's “rights for whites” campaign 
in the East End in the early 1990s he 
and a team of thugs laid into a group 
of anti-fascists with hammers and 
other weapons, although he was 
never charged with any offence. 

That incident, which he has never 
denied, would keep coming back to 
haunt him as a leader. He also does not 
suffer fools gladly, and there are certainly 
a lot of fools around on the far right. All 
in all, it does not look like Butler is going 
anywhere anytime soon. s 
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Michael Stewart looks at how one subculture has resisted the BNP 


he British folk subculture, 

that strange world of 

fiddles, ceilidhs and real ale, 
is currently undergoing a 
renaissance. The UK now has 
more annual traditional music 
festivals than ever before, with 
bigger and younger audiences 
every year. Last month's BBC Folk 
Awards were televised live for the 
first time, marking a level of 
mainstream acknowledgment that 
veteran folkies could not have 
foreseen even a decade ago. 

But folk music also plays host to 
an ideological struggle. In a sense, 
this is nothing new. Traditional 
songs have always mocked and 
satirised authority, and the idea of 
a populist, largely working-class 
art form has understandable 
appeal to the composers of 
political protest music, from 
pioneers such as Phil Ochs and 
Joan Baez to contemporary British 
artists such as Frank Turner and 
Billy Bragg. 

The American folk legend 
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Woody Guthrie was so confident 
of the power of music in aiding 
progressive causes that he 
famously wrote the words “this 
machine kills fascists" on his 
guitar. 

But conversely, there is a chance 
that the perceived conservatism of 
the genre, coupled with the 
emphasis that it places on 
preserving “authentic” cultural 
traditions, can lend itself to the 
purveyors of some dangerous 
nationalist myths. The Nazi image 
of the Aryan “Volk”, living out an 
idealised rural lifestyle, bears an 
undeniable resemblance to a lot of 
English pastoral fantasy. 

With this in mind, it is 
unsurprising that British fascists 
have attempted to exploit folk 
music to further their own agenda. 
The rise in the popularity of the 
folk subculture has coincided with 
a concerted attempt by the British 
National Party to distance itself 
from the “boot boy” image of its 
past. With White Power rock 


“Bollocks to Nick 
Griffin!” The 
Imagined Village with 
800 fans in 
Birmingham 


music no longer palatable, the 
party was in need of a new 
soundtrack, and for a while it 
seemed that folk music might 
provide what it was looking for. 

The first encroachment upon 
the world of folk music started 
with the formation of Great 
White Records (GWR) in 2005. 
GWR recorded and promoted the 
BNP's own unlikely “artists” who 
were in reality just a series of well 
known far-right activists. 

Former BNP candidate Lee 
Haggan and Dave Hannam, the 
party's former deputy treasurer 
and criminal, were portrayed as 
part of an exciting new 
generation of nationalist singer- 
songwriters, even if Haggan had 
to get Nick Griffin, the BNP 
chairman, to write many of his 
lyrics for him. Former Dewsbury 
councillor Colin Auty wrote 
and recorded a song called 
“Savile Town, Where's It Gone?" 
denigrating an entire 
community that as a councillor 


he was supposed to represent. 
The chairman himself joined in 
the fun in 2007, appearing as a 
backing vocalist on a festive 
release with the ludicrous title 
“Christmas is a British Thing”. 
Despite Griffin's initial 
patronage, GWR was a 
commercial and public relations 
disaster. Whereas White Noise 
bands had previously generated 
hundreds of thousands of pounds 
a year for the National Front and 
later the nazi terror group Combat 
18, it seems that almost no one 
was willing to spend money on 
GWR's austere output, and by 
2008 GWR was dead in the water. 
In an attempt to minimise the 
humiliation caused by its failure 
the label was hurriedly 
incorporated into the party's 
merchandising wing, Excalibur. 
With its own music having 
flopped, the BNP stepped up its 
attempts to co-opt more 
established folk artists and 
institutions, and misleadingly 
present them as its own. Yorkshire 
BNP activists were encouraged to 
infiltrate local folk clubs and use 
them as a recruiting ground, a 
tactic that was later officially 
promoted in the 2010 Activists’ 
and Organisers’ Handbook. John 
Walker, head of the BNP's Radio 
RWB (Red, White Blue), began 


The Folk Against 
Fascism logo 
based on Woody 
Guthrie's famous 


guitar 


The sight of 


5,000 
morris men 
giving 
V-signs and 
chanting 
‘bollocks 
to Nick 
Griffin!’ is 
one that | 
don't think 


I'll forget 


presenting his own regular folk 
music show, while Griffin took to 
frequently and publicly professing 
his own love of folk music. A blog 
entry in 2007 memorably 
recommended the Yorkshire-based 
singer Kate Rusby as “a welcome 
contrast to the multi-cult junk 
played incessantly on Radio One”. 

Longstanding and well- 
respected folk musicians, including 
Steve Knightley of Show of Hands 
and Simon Care of The Albion 
Band, were shocked to hear their 
work appearing on BNP political 
broadcasts and compilation CDs, 
despite having never granted their 
permission or endorsed the party 
in any way. 

Concerned that the BNP might 
be using them to make electoral 
gains, and unwilling to be 
associated with such reactionary 
politics, many prominent and 
influential folk musicians decided 
to make a stand. In the words of 
Jon Boden, vocalist and fiddler in 
the award-winning group 
Bellowhead: “When they start 
taking the music of people who 
not only don't support them, but 
actively oppose them, that’s when 
they need to be put in their place.” 

Sidmouth Folk Week 2009 
marked the official launch of Folk 
Against Fascism, with a concert 
featuring Steve Knightley, Spiers, 
Boden, Eliza Carthy and other high 
profile performers. The FAF name 
had first appeared a few months 
earlier, as a loosely controlled label 
that any band or musician could 
display as a way of declaring their 
opposition to the far right and its 
ethnocentric interpretation of 
traditional music. The organisation 
encourages artists to organise their 
own events, with promotional and 
organisational support from the 
national co-ordinators. 

The woman behind this idea is 
Joan Crump, the American-born 
artistic director of Sidmouth Folk 
Week and a self-declared lover of 
all things traditionally English. 

“I'm an immigrant myself, so 
helping people with extreme anti- 
immigration views is something 
that I'm not prepared to do,” says 
Crump. “Despite its faults, we in 
the folk community are very proud 
of this country and I'd very upset 
if | thought that we couldn't 


celebrate that without being seen 
as racists or BNP supporters.” 

Moreover, Joan is keen to point 
out that anybody who thinks of 
folk music as a purely British art 
form has profoundly 
misunderstood its real nature. 

This process can be observed 
very clearly in the work of The 
Imagined Village, one of the most 
popular active folk bands in the 
country and arguably FAF's most 
prominent supporters. The group 
features legends of British folk 
music such as Martin Carthy 
alongside British Asian musicians 
such as Johnny Kalsi and Sheila 
Chandra, with eclectic 
arrangements combining 
traditional songs from the British 
Isles with African rhythms and 
Indian instruments such as the 
sitar, tabla and dhol. 

“| think the band embodies what 
Folk Against Fascism is all about,” 
explains the band’s founder and 
cittern player Simon Emmerson. 
“Our music transcends things 
like language and nationality. 

It's supremely unifying.” 

In the run-up to the 2010 
general election The Imagined 
Village continually made their 
opinion of the BNP clear and 
encouraged their audiences to do 
the same. “The sight of 5,000 
morris men giving V-signs and 
chanting ‘bollocks to Nick Griffin! 
is one that | don't think I'll forget 
any time soon,” says Emmerson. 

The activists at Folk Against 
Fascism were of course delighted 
by the BNP's disastrous electoral 
showing last year. But for Joan 
Crump and her small team of four 
national co-ordinators, the 
continued need for the group goes 
beyond fighting the BNP at the 
ballot box. 

“If you look at what happened 
to German folk music in the 20th 
century,” she says, “you'd have to 
say that Nazism basically 
destroyed it. For years afterwards 
nobody wanted to get involved 
with folk culture because of its 
associations with that period of 
their history. And | don't want that 
happening to the music and to the 
traditions that | know and love." 

It is because of this love for 
their music that FAF is determined 
to continue. | 
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News from 
the sewers 


Matthew Collins shines his Searchlight 


into the sewers of the far right 


EXPLETIVE DELETED 

There are two headlines we could have 
used this month to announce the 
British National Party's return to 
campaigning on Dagenham Heathway. 
The first is the BNP's mouthful: “45 
People Sign BNP Petition to Cut the 
Number of Councillors in Barking & 
Dagenham by one third", or there is 
the foul and abusive language that the 
BNP employed while taking all day to 
squeeze those few signatures out of a 
reluctant Dagenham public. 

When Dagenham BNP activists 
discovered the presence of Searchlight, 
the rabid collection of heavily tattooed 
“patriots” threatened to “knock out” 
our photographer, to which a nearby 
bus stop wit retorted: “Be quiet you 
dirty old man, you're more likely to put 
your back out.” 


NF V BNP 

What's got the two lightweights of Irish 
politics squaring up to each other in 
what looks like a rather juicy 
internecine punch-up? Why, it's 
nothing less than the alleged love for 
the IRA displayed by Nick Griffin's off- 
sider Patrick Harrington, part of the 
ruling clique in the BNP of which he is 
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not even a member. While the BNP's 
organiser in Northern Ireland Stephen 
Moore is desperately trying to play 
down the photographs circulating on 
the internet of Harrington posing in 
front of IRA murals and other people's 
attribution of pro-IRA quotes to him, 
the much smaller National Front, which 
has made a name for itself of late by 
firebombing homes and attacking taxi 
drivers, is threatening the BNP over 
Harrington's alleged support for the 
former IRA man Gerry McGeough, 
recently convicted for the attempted 
murder of a British soldier in 1981. 
While the excited Irish media 
prepared for what they were signalling 
would be a “bonehead bloodbath", 
with threats that the BNP would be 
“done over" by NF hard men, reports 
were in the pipeline that the NF's 
Northern Ireland leader had killed 
himself as a result of his troubled love 
life. Then he was reported still to be 
alive, after changing his mind. Whether 
this impressed his ex-lover remains 
unclear, but the bullish BNP was not 
going to take all these threats against 
lying down, failed suicide or not. 
Even if they did not know the name of 
the NF's press officer who was doing all 
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the talking there, some in the BNP made 
it pretty clear they would fight fire with 
fire. So if Moore does find the NF's 
elusive press officer Andrew Moffat 
hiding out in one of Enniskillen's less 
than salubrious establishments, we'll 
keep you up to date, blow by blow. 


A BRIDGE TOO FAR 

Spare a thought for the mother of the 
new Sheffield BNP organiser Jordan 
Pont. Being Pont’s mother must be 
testing enough what with his ambitions 
seemingly knowing no bounds, but it 
appears that Pont, who is also a 
member of the BNP’s youth movement, 
has issued an ultimatum to his mum to 
choose between him and his sister! 

“It's decision time for me mother as she 
iver [sic] supports me or supports her,” 
wrote Pont, adding “she knows what 
she has done!! Bringing a f* **ing 
Muslim into the family!!" What Pont's 
pill-popping and sex-grooming, boot- 
stomping party comrades might do 
about it is not known. 


DE SANTIS STRIKES AGAIN 

Last month's release of Searchlight 
Educational Trust's Fear and Hope 
survey was bad news for the BNP so 
their response was predictable. 

They had a rant. Then the party's 
London-based intellectual heavy- 
weight, Giuseppe De Santis, took it to 
pieces bit by bit. And boy did he doa 
job on it, giving it both barrels on his 
London Patriot blog, with references to 
Jewish extremists, Jewish friends, the 
Labour Party, Muslim extremist, 

rich Jews and even Quakers. 

The best comment was directed at 
former Foreign Secretary David 
Miliband, who was described as 
“foreigner Dave Milliband [sic]". 
Miliband was, of course, born in 
London. De Santis is a thickly accented 
Italian. Probably “foreigner” is yet 
another BNP code word for “Jew”. 
Big idiot. 
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White nationalist arrested 
for Spokane bomb plot 


By Devin Burghart for the Institute for Research & Education on Human Rights 


LAW ENFORCEMENT 
officers converged on a 
small home in the 
backwoods of northeastern 
Washington State on 9 
March to arrest the man 
they believe planted a 
backpack bomb along the 
route of a Martin Luther 
King Jr Unity march in 
Spokane earlier this year. 

Kevin William Harpham, 
a 36-year-old former soldier 
active in white nationalist 
circles, was taken into 
custody without incident at 
his hillside property and 
charged with attempted use 
of a weapon of mass 
destruction and possession 
of an unregistered explosive 
device. 

The sophisticated bomb 
left on a bench was 
discovered just minutes 
before the annual Unity 
March on 17 January. 
Specific details linking 
Harpham to the backpack 
bomb remain scarce, as the 
affidavit to obtain the arrest 
warrant is still sealed. 

The evidence of Harpham’s 
connections with white 
nationalism, however, 

is much more abundant. 

The Southern Poverty Law 
Center, which tracks hate 
groups, identified Harpham 
as amember of the National 
Alliance in 2004. Once the 
largest neo-Nazi group in 


the country, in recent years 
the National Alliance has 
been riven by internal 
disputes. 

The violent organisation 
is most widely known for its 
founder, William Pierce, the 
author of the race war 
fantasy novel, The Turner 
Diaries. National Alliance 
leaders deny that Harpham 
is amember of the group. 

An online trail left by 
Harpham shows him to be a 
hardcore white nationalist 
who openly advocated a 
“white revolution”. In more 
than a thousand posts to the 
forum of the Vanguard News 
Network (VNN) website 
under the pseudonym 
“Joe Snuffy”, Harpham 
referenced stockpiling 
weapons, commented on 
the efficacy of bombing 
campaigns and fantasised 
about a “white homeland”. 
In a posting in May 2009 he 
wrote, “I personally think we 
need a couple thousand pro 
White psychopaths then 
maybe we might start 
getting somewhere with 
this White Revolution.” 

His forum postings also 
use vulgar language to 
disparage practically every 
ethnic group. 

The VNN was created in 
2000 by Alex Linder, a 
former National Alliance 
member. Its site motto 


is “No Jews, Just Right”. 

The site has become a virtual 
meeting place for nearly 
3,000 white nationalists. 

Linder also publishes the 
crude racist tabloid 
The Aryan Alternative with 
Frazier Glenn Miller. 

As Leonard Zeskind, of 
the Institute for Research 
and Education on Human 
Rights, notes in his book 
Blood and Politics, Miller 
was the founder of the 
White Patriot Party and 
after going underground to 
elude authorities was finally 
arrested on weapons 
charges and violating of an 
injunction against 
paramilitary activity in 
1987. After his arrest Miller 
agreed to testify against his 
white supremacist 
comrades in the Fort Smith, 
Arkansas sedition trial. 

Miller thanked Harpham 
for a “gigantically large” 
donation of $500 to help 
pay for tabloids, according 
to aVNN post in December 
2006. Harpham also 
donated cash to Miller's 
2006 and 2010 
congressional campaigns. 

Unlike most hardened 
racists who eschew 
anything related to the 
government, Harpham was 
a registered voter and 
participated in the political 
process. In addition to his 


contributions to Miller's 
campaigns, the VNN 
postings show that 
Harpham was an active 
supporter of Representative 
Ron Paul’s presidential 
campaign. As Paul’s bid 
faded, Harpham turned 
towards race war fantasies. 

Harpham also wrote of 
being influenced by the 
work of Edgar Steele. 

The former Aryan Nations 
lawyer is currently awaiting 
trial for hiring a hit man to 
blow up his wife. Harpham 
also expressed interest in 
joining the Aryan Nations in 
the mid-2000s, according to 
KXLY TV in Spokane. 

Harpham last posted on 
16 January, a day before the 
bomb was discovered. 

Ten days earlier, he had 
offered to let the fugitive 
white nationalist Craig 
Cobb stay at his home. It is 
unclear whether Cobb, who 
faces hate crime charges in 
Canada, took him up on the 
offer. Cobb’s whereabouts 
remain unknown. 

Spokane has been hit by 
white supremacist bombers 
before. In 1996, a group 
calling itself the Phineas 
Priesthood set off bombs 
that caused serious damage 
to Spokane City Hall, a 
Planned Parenthood 
building and the local 
newspaper. | 
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Le Pen broadcast scrapped 


By Graeme Atkinson and Jean-Yves Camus 


A JEWISH community radio 
station has cancelled an 
interview with the new leader 
of the extreme-right National 
Front after a flood of 
complaints that her party was 
antisemitic. 

Radio J, which is based in 
Paris, had justified its 
invitation to Marine Le Pen on 
the grounds that opinion polls 
showed high support for her 
anti-immigrant party and 
indicated that she could win a 
first-round vote in the 
presidential election in 
spring 2012. It also claimed 
that Le Pen had stated “the 
Shoah was the height of 
barbarity”. In fact she never 
used the word “Shoah”, nor 
did she make specific mention 
of the genocide of the Jews 
but simply referred to the 
“Nazi camps”. 

Had the broadcast gone 
ahead on 13 March it would 
have been unprecedented as 
Radio J always refused to give 
airtime to her father and 
predecessor as FN leader, Jean- 
Marie Le Pen, because of his 
public anti-Jewish outbursts 
and his repeated downplaying 
or denial of the Holocaust. 

The Jewish students’ union 
UEJF described the invitation 
to Le Pen as “dangerous 
and inappropriate” and 
condemned the FN as 
“structurally antisemitic and 
racist". On 14 March, the 
Jewish community's most 
prominent leaders spoke at a 
UEJF rally declaring that 
Jewish media and institutions 
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should not give a helping hand 
to the FN’s attempts to become 
a mainstream party. 

The decision to drop Le Pen 
from the broadcast came in a 
week in which an opinion poll 
in the tabloid Le Parisien gave 
her a shock 23% vote ina 
presidential election — more 
than President Nicolas Sarkozy. 

The increasingly unpopular 
Sarkozy only got 21%, the 
same as the potential Socialist 
Party candidate, Martine 
Aubry. That poll, conducted on 
the internet, gave no indication 
of the level of support for 
Dominique Strauss-Kahn, the 
head of the International 
Monetary Fund, who might 
challenge Aubry in the 
selection race for Socialist 
Party candidate. Another poll 
in the same paper the 
following day, pitting her 
against Strauss-Kahn as 
Socialist Party candidate, gave 
24% to Le Pen ahead of both 
Strauss-Kahn and Sarkozy. 

However a third poll, 
published in France Soir, 
predicted that Le Pen, who is 
intent on reinventing the FN as 
a “moderate” shadow of its 
former extremist self, would 
fail to make the second round. 
Although it still gave her 21%, 
it placed her third behind 
Strauss-Kahn with 29% and 
Sarkozy with 23%. Only if the 
Socialist Party's failed 
candidate in the 2007 
presidential election, Ségoléne 
Royal, stood would Le Pen 
receive enough support to go 
through to the run-off. 


Despite her efforts to coax 
the French media and 
electorate into believing a 
resprayed FN would be new 
and different, Le Pen cannot 
prevent the old racism oozing 
out through the cracks. 

In the build up to her 
controversial visit to the Italian 
island of Lampedusa, where 
thousands of refugees have 
arrived recently after fleeing 
from the turmoil in the former 
French colony of Tunisia, she 
claimed in an interview with the 
Australian paper The Saturday 
Age that “multiculturalism ... 
ends in war”. 

On Lampedusa on 14 March, 
where she was accompanied 
by Mario Borghezio, the Italian 
Northern League politician and 
convicted racist arsonist, she 
told Tunisian refugees “you 
are not welcome in Europe”. 
Not surprisingly she was 
greeted with loud anti-racist 
protests from local residents. 

At a press conference in 
Rome the following day, 

Le Pen spoke alongside two 
journalists formerly close to 
Gianfranco Fini's National 
Alliance party, the director of 
the far-right // Borghese 
Luciano Lucarini and Fabio 
Torriero. 

Both have parted company 
with Fini and are now 
supporting the embattled 
Italian Prime Minister Silvio 
Berlusconi. Torriero was also 
the Italian translator for 
Sarkozy's book, Témoignage 
(Testimony), published in 
2007. | 


ITALY 


By Alfio Bernabei 


MORE THAN a thousand Italian fascists 
descended on the Trentino-South Tyrol 
region last month to remind German- 
speaking Austrians that “this is Italy” and 
“no one should touch our hero, Benito 
Mussolini". Bent on stirring memories of 
cross-border tension, the fascists had 
travelled on coaches from every part of 
Italy to mount a demonstration called by 
Casa Pound, the fast growing 
organisation that has spread its tentacles 
to every major Italian town with 
thousands of followers. 

The Trentino-South Tyrol region, in the 
heart of the Dolomites, was occupied by 
Italy in 1918 after the collapse of the 
Austro-Hungarian Empire. A postwar 
treaty confirmed the annexation. 

Under fascism the region underwent a 
process of Italianisation, but the 1938 
Hitler-Mussolini plan to move the 
German-speaking population elsewhere 
was abandoned because of the war. 
Subsequently, the region remained tense 
with sporadic incidents but nowadays, 
autonomous and currently governed by 
the South Tyrol People's Party, it is cited 
as an example of peaceful coexistence. 

The decision by Casa Pound to 
mobilise “four thousand” fascists 
(their estimate) was motivated by a local 
authority plan to relocate the monument 
of Mussolini on horseback from Victory 
Square in Bolzano, the regional capital, 
to a local museum. Casa Pound calls this 
an affront to “the Italian identity 


Fascists protest for ‘hero’ Mussolini 


conquered with the blood of heroes”. 

The regional governor, Luis 
Durnwalder, observed, “In Germany to 
come out in support of Adolf Hitler is 
considered an act of provocation. But in 
Italy showing support for Mussolini 
passes for an act of being Italian." 
Lionello Bertoldi, a representative of the 
partisan association ANPI, which 
mounted a counterdemonstration, said: 
“This fascist gathering marks a day of 
shame for our town." 

Casa Pound might have staged this 
show of force to raise its profile before 
next month's local elections. Not being a 
party, it will advise members and 
sympathisers to vote for whomever 
promises jobs or positions in local 
administrations. Rumours have it that 
talks have begun with Silvio Berlusconi's 
party, unsurprisingly. 

The fascist Forza Nuova will 
concentrate on Milan with Marco 
Mantovani as its mayoral candidate. 
Although FN is treating the electoral 
campaign as a sign of its growing success, 
the reality is that Roberto Fiore's party 
has been thrown into chaos by a vicious 
internal split. Paolo Caratossidis, its 
national coordinator, has resigned 
complaining of “lazy leaders trapped in a 
mental cage" who dictate “the law” 
in a mix of ultra catholic theology and 
political careerism leading nowhere. 

It has taken him the 14 years since the 
FN's foundation to find out. 2 
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Far-right leader on 
corruption charge 


From Martin Jordan for 
UNITED in Vienna 


UWE SCHEUCH (pictured), leader of 
the far-right Carinthian Freedom 
Party (FPK), is facing a corruption 
charge for offering Austrian 
citizenship to a Russian investor. 

A year after recordings of an 
incriminating telephone conversation 
between Scheuch and a middleman 
for the Russian became public, the 
Justice Ministry has approved charges 
brought by the public prosecutor's 
anti-corruption department. 

It appears the purpose of Scheuch’s 
conversation with the intermediary, 
one of his former party colleagues, 
was to clarify a framework for 
potential investments in Carinthia 
and determine what the investor 
would receive in return. 

During the call, Scheuch explained 
that any investor who “does 
something” receives “special purpose” 
status and there are ready projects “in 
the drawer” to merit such a reward. 
Further, he suggested, with an 
investment of 5 million, Austrian 
citizenship would, of course, be “part 
of the game”. Scheuch also pointed out 
that in his experience a donation to 
his party of 5-10%, depending on the 
scale of investment, would be seen as 
appropriate. 

Scheuch has not denied the 
accusations and is said to be looking 
forward to a court case to demonstrate 
his innocence. However, this is not his 
first brush with the law. In Hungary, a 
still unexecuted arrest warrant was 
issued in his name in 2002. Scheuch, 
who ran a farm there from 1997 to 
2000, is accused of insurance fraud in 
connection with vehicle trafficking. 
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Catalan fascists hit problems before 
May elections 
From Sandra Cortés in Madrid 


A RACIST PARTY that won 2.42% of 
the vote in Catalonia last November is 
facing a series of problems that could 
damage its campaign for the region's 
municipal elections in May. 

The Platform for Catalonia (PXC) 
has done better than any other fascist 
party in recent years and the 74,000 
votes gained by its leader Josep 
Anglada (pictured) have won him 
prominence in the murky world of the 
extreme right. 

Anglada, the former leader of the 
National Front in Catalonia, has, for 
some time tried to present a more 
modern and moderate image of his 
party, but his efforts are hampered by 
footage caught by a hidden TV 
camera in 2003 in which he said he 
was “dressing up" as a democrat to 
deceive people while keeping his 
fascist ideas. 

On 26 February, PXC organised a 
candidates’ seminar in Vic near 
Barcelona and announced plans to 
field more than 100 candidates. 
Anglada added that the party is 
preparing to work outside Catalonia, 
mainly in Madrid, after a meeting with 
the right-wing lawyer, José Maria Ruiz. 

The PXC received backing from 
other Spanish fascist groups such as 
Espafia2000 in the 2010 election and 
its members include such notorious 
nazis as Enrique Ravello, a former 
member of the nazi CEDADE and Land 
and People (TyP) groups, and Carles 


Francisoud, a former member of the 
Catalan Militia, a fascist terrorist 
organisation that attacked left-wing 
Catalan separatists during the 1980s. 

In February 2010, Anglada went to 
Vienna to attend the annual ball held 
by Austria's fascist student fraternities 
and a meeting of xenophobic 
European populists at which he met 
representatives of the extremist 
Freedom Party to secure its logistical 
assistance for the PXC's marketing and 
election campaigns. 

But despite the party's relative 
success, several key members have left, 
accusing Anglada of being a despot 
and a playboy. Myriam Muftoz, the 
PXC's representative in Tarragona, 
received death threats from other 
members when he claimed Anglada 
was living at the expense of the party's 
supporters. And last December Pablo 
Barranco, the party's former general 
secretary, was accused of stealing 
money from the PXC's Christmas raffle. 

The party has been evicted its 
Barcelona offices for non-payment of 
rent. And the hate crimes and 
discrimination prosecutor in Barcelona 
is seeking an 18-month prison 
sentence and a fine of €4,860 (£4,200) 
for Anglada and Juan Carlos Fuentes 
for incitement to discrimination and 
dissemination of hate propaganda in 
2007. Anglada was convicted last 
November for assaulting a young anti- 
fascist in Vic who called him a fascist. 


Rape rumour sparks violence 


From Johannes Jakobsson for Expo in Stockholm 


RUMOUR OF an alleged 
gang rape of an 11-year-old 
white girl in Stockholm 
sparked violent protests, 
including an attack ona 
hostel for refugee children, 
by the extreme-right group, 
Nordic Youth. 

A story that as many as 20 
refugee children raped the 
girl at a public baths spread 
like wildfire through extreme- 
right blogs. Nordic Youth 
treated it as a call to action 
and besieged the hostel 
sheltering the refugees * 
supposedly responsible for 
the rape. Waving flags and a 
banner the fascists threw 
eggs and chanted racist 


slogans, driving terrified 
residents indoors. 

The truth about the “rape” 
became clearer a few days 
later when the police said an 
incident at the public baths 
had been reported but the 
allegation made was 
harassment not rape. 

The police also announced 
that those who attacked the 
hostel were being 
investigated for conducting 
an illegal demonstration and 
using hate speech. 

Undeterred, the Nordic 
Youth and its affiliated 
networks mounted a protest 
against the company 
responsible for managing the 


hostel. Around 20 fascists 
gathered outside the 
company’s office to hear a 
short speech accusing it of 
making money from rapists. 
The nazi website Nationell.nu 
accused anyone not siding 
with the right-wing extremists 
of “supporting rapists”. 

The hostel incident is 
significant because it drew 
the support of several 
Sweden Democrats (SD) 
politicians. Since its entry 
into the Swedish parliament 
last autumn, the SD has 
been trying to distance itself 


Right-wing parties hit by exodus 


Wim Haelsterman reports from Brussels for AFF/Verzet-RésistanceS 


FAR-RIGHT PARTIES in 
Flanders have suffered huge 
membership losses according 
to a survey commissioned by 
the Flemish daily De 
Standaard. 

All except one of the 
region's political parties have 
lost tens of thousands 
members over the past five 
years. Membership of 
the mainstream 
Christian 
Democrats, 
Socialists and Liberal \ 
Democrats has fallen 
by 10-15% while only 
the nationalist New Flemish 
Alliance (N-VA) has grown in 
the same period. 


However the far-right and 
populist parties have been the 
biggest victims. The extreme- 
right Flemish Interest (VB) 
had 19,500 paid-up members 
in 2010 compared to 25,090 
in 2006, a drop of 22.3%. 
Since last year, internal 
conflicts have intensified, 
which is likely to lead to 
further losses. 


oN \. 


The right-wing populist 
Dedecker List (LDD), led by 
Jean-Marie Dedecker, 
(pictured) fared even worse, 
with a 40% fall in member- 
ship. This new party, which ate 
into the VB's voting base, has 
been close to clinically dead 
since the last federal election. 

The fall in party membership 
reflects voters’ growing 
contempt for and disillusion 
with the political chaos that 

has gripped the country for 


SD» more than five years. 


YM . On 18 February 
' >, Belgium passed 
the milestone 
\ of 250 days 
) without a 
—_ 


from the more violent 
extremist groups that hailed 
its electoral success. 

However, it was the party's 
parliamentary group leader, 
Bjérn Séder (pictured), who 
posted a link on Twitter to 
one of the racist publications 
that initially spread the rape 
rumour. And Kent Ekeroth, 
an SD MP tweeted that he 
was “reading about child 
refugees showing their lack 
of respect, rape, assault, etc” 
and “asking when are we 
going to start being humane 
to our own population”. 


government, a new world 
record. A successful conclusion 
to negotiations to form an 
administration, which have 
been hindered by increased 
tensions between the Flemish 
and French-speaking 
communities, is not yet 

in sight. 

Commissioned by the king, 
several politicians from both 
linguistic groups have tried in 
vain to bring an end to 
Belgium's political 
constipation. Meanwhile, a 
caretaker government for 
current affairs — the same 
government that resigned 
early in 2010 — is running the 
country. 
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Dresden nazis 
blockaded 


Nazis defeated again 


in Dresden 


Michael Klein reports for Antifa-Net 


AFTER LAST year's debacle 
when thousands of anti- 
fascists stopped them from 
parading through Dresden, 
German nazis adopted a new 
tactic this year to exploit 
politically the Allied bombing 
of the city in February 1944. 

To divide counter- 
demonstrations and hamper 
nationwide protests, the nazis 
called for two rallies, one on 
13 February, the other on 
19 February. The first was 
described as a regional march; 
the second was a national 
demonstration and was 
expected to attract more than 
6,000 participants. 

The nazis were optimistic 
that they would be able to 
avenge themselves for last 
year’s defeat. A couple of 
days before the first rally, 

a court in Dresden ruled on a 
case brought by the nazis over 
last year's police decision to 
prevent them from marching 
through Dresden and to kettle 
them for hours because of the 
mass of anti-fascists around 
them. The court declared the 
decision wrong and stated 
that that anti-fascist blockades 
should be dispersed by force if 
necessary. 

As in 2010, the police 
strategy was to separate the 
nazis and the anti-fascists by 
using the river Elbe as a 
natural barrier but because of 
the court ruling the police 
warned they would deal 
robustly with any blockades, 
thereby treating anti-fascists 
as the main public enemy. 
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The nazis got 1,600 people 
to the rally on 13 February, 
which they called a “March 
of Mourning”. To oppose it, 
local people organised a 
human chain designated 
simultaneously as an act of 
remembrance for the wartime 
bombing and a protest 
against the nazis. More than 
17,000 people symbolically 
encircled the inner city of 
Dresden but Wilfried Schulz, 
the artistic director of 
Dresden's historic theatre, 
complained that a human 
chain was not enough to 
confront the nazis effectively. 
Following a call by the anti- 
fascist campaign Dresden 
Nazifrei, several thousand 
demonstrators headed to the 
main railway station, where 
the nazis were assembling, 
and forced them to curtail 
their march. 

Anti-fascist campaigners 
nationally centred their 
attention on 19 February and 
more than 260 buses with 
anti-fascists from the trade 
unions, the Social Democratic 
Party, the Greens and the Left 
Party as well as autonomous 
anti-fascists from all over 
Germany flooded into 
Dresden to join forces with 
local anti-fascists. 

More than 21,000 people 
took part in the protests 
despite a court ban on all 
anti-fascist rallies and public 
demonstrations on the south 
side of Dresden, including a 
trade union mass picket 
commemorating the Nazis’ 


invasion, occupation and 
ransacking of trade union 
buildings in 1933. Despite 
heavy use of batons and 
teargas, the police were 
unable to prevent dozens of 
blockades from stopping the 
nazis gathering or marching. 

Near the main railway 
station, where the nazis had 
again aimed to start their 
march, thousands of 
protestors simply stood or sat 
in the streets, preventing 600 
fascists from moving. 

To avoid being trapped, 
fascists in a 20-bus convoy 
halted in a suburb and started 
to march towards the city 
centre. Led by the Hamburg 
thug Thomas Wulff, more 
than 900 nazis swaggered 
aggressively through the 
streets and fought the police 
to a standstill without ever 
getting near the anti-fascists. 
Only after several hours and 
with the help of heavy 
reinforcements were the 
police able to gain control 
and escort the nazis out of 
the city. Meanwhile, another 
mob of 200 nazis violently 


attacked a progressive project 
in the city, the police merely 
looking on as left-wing 
activists defended the place. 

Towards the end of the day, 
a police unit raided an anti- 
fascist media office. Masked 
and equipped with a chainsaw, 
the police damaged doors and 
confiscated computers, mobile 
phones and written material in 
an action that has sparked 
much criticism because it had 
no legal basis. 

Despite a very difficult 
political situation and court 
decisions that caused much 
anger, the anti-fascist 
mobilisations against the nazi 
demonstrations in Dresden 
were successful. 

Blockading a nazi rally and 
stopping it from going 
anywhere has become a 
widely accepted and effective 
form of anti-fascist resistance 
in recent years. Despite their 
frustration, the nazis will try 
again in 2012 but they can be 
sure there will be even more 
anti-fascists from all over 
Germany ready to block 
their path. 2 


THE NETHERLANDS 


Right-wing populists 
set to enter Senate 


Jeroen Bosch reports from Amsterdam 


for Alert! and Antifa-Net 


GEERT WILDERS'S 
xenophobic Freedom Party 
(PVV) has achieved new 
electoral success, albeit less 
than previously. 

The provincial elections 
on 2 March were seen as a 
test for the minority 
administration of the 
Christian Democrats (CDA) 
and the right-wing liberal 
VVD that has governed the 
country since October 2010 
with the support of the PVV 
on some issues. 

Wilders's party won nine 
seats in the 2006 general 
election and five seats in 
the European Parliament in 
2009. In 2010 it took nine 
seats in Almere and eight in 
The Hague in local 
elections in March and in 
June it won 24 
parliamentary seats, giving 
it increased influence. 

The provincial elections 
were very important for 
the coalition government 
because it lacks a majority 
in the Senate, where the 
Freedom Party has no 
seats, and it is the 
provincial councillors who 
will choose the Senators at 
the end of May. 

The PVV won 69 seats in 
12 provinces, which is 
likely to give the party 
ten seats in the Senate. 
The biggest party was the 
VVD with 114 seats. 
Although turnout was 
10% up on the last 
provincial elections in 


2007, the PVV won fewer 
votes and dropped from 
15.5% to 12.4%. 

However it was not all 
bad news for Wilders. In 
the province of Limburg the 
PVV became the biggest 
party with ten seats and 
will probably become the 
first PVV group to assume 
government responsibility 
in any representative 
institution. 

The VVD is expected to 
get 16 Senate seats and the 
CDA 11 seats, which means 
that even with the PVV's 
support the coalition will 
not have a majority in the 
75-seat Senate and will 
have to negotiate with the 
smaller parties. 

The Senate, which 
examines and controls the 
proposals of the government 
and parliament, is unlikely 
to support the harsh policies 
on immigration, integration 
and asylum that are the core 
business of the PVV anda 
key element in its support 
for the CDA-VVD coalition. 

Another potential 
headache for Wilders and 
his lieutenants is that 
they now have to control 
17 groups in 17 different 
elected bodies — local 
councils, provincial councils 
and the national parliament 
— where the nearly total 
absence of democracy in 
their party will almost 
inevitably result in internal 
conflict. 


Geert Wilders 


Photo from flickr 
by jacco de boer 
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World view 


Roundup 


NORWAY 


infighting wrecks attempts to form 
Norwegian Defence League 


From a special correspondent in Oslo 


ATTEMPTS TO create a 
Norwegian version of the 
English Defence League have 
run into trouble. Far-right 
activists clearly thought that 
what seems to work in 
England would also succeed 
in Norway. Instead several 
factions and aspiring leaders 
have set up nine different 
Facebook groups, three with 
only one member, all claiming 
to be the true Norwegian 
Defence League. 

The first attempt at doing 
more than creating a 
Facebook group came from 
Age Strom Sundvor, a long- 
time loner on the extreme 
right who has tried to set up 
several mass movements and 
churches on the internet, all 
of which ended up with him 
and his dog, Garm, as the 
only members. 

After securing the backing 
of the nazi group Vigrid, 
Sundvor called for a 
demonstration in Oslo on 
26 February. Anti-racists 
responded by applying for a 
demonstration permit and 
took over the venue of the 
planned NDL stunt. 

Another attempt at forming 
a Norwegian Defence League 
came from Ronny Alte from 
Tonsberg, who with some 
friends created a Facebook 
group of more than 500 
members, including convicted 
nazis and exiled Russians 
belonging to the banned 
Slavic Union. 

One of the Russians is 
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Vjoteslav Datsik, who earned 
his 15 minutes of fame last 
year when he walked into an 
Oslo police station and 
applied for political asylum 
while waving a handgun. 
Datsik is in custody awaiting 
extradition to Russia, where 
he is wanted by the police 
after absconding from a 
mental hospital. 

After claiming to have 
thrown out all the nazis, Alte 
had difficulty explaining why 
his group still included Datsik, 
as well as the convicted nazi 
bank robber Werner Holm 
and violent nazi thugs such as 
Johnny “Light” Olsen”, 
Morten Andre Sorensen and 
Dariusz Arnesen, all 
previously connected with the 
now defunct Norwegian 
Blood and Honour. 

In western Norway, Remi 
Huseby from Haugesund 
sounded unconvincing when 
urging the followers of his 
NDL to support Israel, bearing 
in mind his past connection 
with the rabidly antisemitic 
Vigrid group. His fellow trade 
unionists were even less 
impressed and kicked him 
out of the Norwegian 
Transport Union. 

Lena Andreassen from Oslo 
did better. Formerly 
connected with the circles 
around the defunct nazi 
Bootboys group, Andreassen 
has paid several visits to the 
EDL in Britain. Alte and 
Huseby stepped down after 
Andreassen produced a letter 


signed by Hel Gower, the 
personal assistant of the EDL 
leaders, stating that the 

EDL had chosen Andreassen’'s 
faction to form a Norwegian 
sister organisation. The letter 
also appointed Andreassen's 
friend Havar Krane to lead 
the NDL pending an election. 

After this slap in the face, 
the Sundvor faction closed 
down its website, urging all its 
followers to join Stop 
Islamisation of Norway. 
Several leading SIAN 
members have joined 
Andreassen's NDL at the 
same time as giving support 
to Huseby's efforts to have his 
trade union expulsion lifted. 

Krane and Andreassen also 
claim to throw out nazis and 
run a background check on 
everyone trying to join their 
latest Facebook version of 
the NDL, but this is a lie. 

The NDL's “non-racist” alibi, 
Jon Rosenberg Hagen, a 
freelance photographer who 
was adopted from Korea, has 
been seen hanging out with 
the Slavic Union. As Hagen is 
allegedly responsible for 
security in the NDL, he might 
have a problem with his 
credibility. 

Unluckily for him, his 
Russian nazi friend, Evgenij 
Dyakonov, has published a 
picture of himself in a friendly 
pose with Hagen ina 
restaurant. Dyakonov also 
poses as a journalist and has 
been seen around Oslo with 
his camera, most recently 


(top to bottom) 

Lena Andreassen: her faction is the 
EDL's choice 

Havar Krane, interim NDL leader 


Arne Tumyr, head of Stop 
Islamisation of Norway 


when he ended up in a brawl 
with anti-racist protesters 
outside a nazi tattoo studio. 
With SIAN activists joining 
the NDL and activists from 
the different NDL factions 
flowing into SIAN, the stage 
is set for even more vicious 
skirmishes, even in SIAN 
whose leader, Arne Tumyr, 
is considered too old and soft 
by some of its younger 
members. 


ANTI-FASCIST 
FILM CLUB 


West Is West 


Reviewed by Ray Filar 


In one of West Is West's opening 
scenes, the young protagonist Sajid 
Khan (Aqib Khan) is given a copy of 
Rudyard Kipling's imperialist novel Kim 
by a patronising white school master, 
in a rather ironic attempt to acquaint 
Sajid with his Pakistani heritage. 

This episode resounds throughout the 
film; no straightforward clash between 
“east” and “west”. Angsty Sajid is 
isolated: bullied by racist white yobs in 
the playground and shouted at or 
simply smacked by his patriarchal 
father George (Om Puri). 

It is 1979, five years after our 
introduction to the dysfunctional Khan 
family in East Is East. It is immediately 
clear that the intervening time has 
made negotiation of the complex 
territories of mixed ethnicity identity 
no easier for the Khans, or for the 
inhabitants of 1970s Salford. 

West Is West quickly displays its 
motivating premise. Sajid's curled lip 
and defensive sneering conveys his 
disaffection with everything Pakistani 
effectively, but without subtlety. 

This is the excuse that George needs to 
pack Sajid back to Pakistan, to stay 
with the wife and daughters that he, 


CRITICS ARE CHEERING THE FIRST 
HILARIOUS COMEDY OF 2011! 


From the mekers of the huge hit SS EAST 


then named Jangihir, abandoned 35 
years ago. 

Of course, George's conception of 
himself as a bastion of unchanging 
Pakistani identity is one of the first 
misconceptions challenged. We see his 
assimilation through the eyes of his 
first family, who are rightfully hostile to 
his sudden appearance. 

At its best, West Is West is a 
nuanced, gentle re-envisioning of the 
personal and social conflicts that ensue 
when cultures clash. A memorable 
scene follows the belated, angry arrival 
in Pakistan of George's second, 
Caucasian wife Ella (played with 
strength and dignity by Linda Bassett) 


and her lightly comic friend Auntie 
Annie (Lesley Nicol). During a 
sandstorm, Ella Khan and George's first 
wife, Basheera (Ila Arun), are trapped 
together in a room. Speaking past each 
other, their conversation epitomises 
the strength of West /s West's subject 
matter: the shared humanity that lies 
behind diverging identities. 

Language and background divides 
the wives, and yet they come to 
understand something of each other's 
perspective. 

The great flaw in West Is West is not 
that it approaches a particularly serious 
subject matter in light-hearted fashion, 
but rather that some saggy, clichéd 
writing hinders the development of 
some of the more interesting subplots. 
It is hard to sympathise with the 
extended focus on bewildered 
George's encounter with his personal 
demons, after all, this is a man who 
ran away from one wife and, during 
this film, is in danger of running away 
from the other. 

A tighter script and more emphasis 
on development of the lesser 
characters would have prevented West 
Is West's occasional forays into 
stereotype, and lifted it into the realm 
of astute comic drama. 


Released 2010 
Director Andy DeEmmony 
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News from the HOPE not hate campaign 


HOPE not hate Yorkshir 
a campaign update 


Paul Meszaros 


OPE not hate Yorkshire 

has had an interesting few 

months. The Bradford 
Together campaign to stop the 
English Defence League march of 
hate proved a great success and 
attracted national coverage. 
Since then we have been focussing 
on building the campaign for this 
year, mobilising our support within 
the trade union movement as well 
as intervening in the Barnsley 
Central by-election. 


ONGOING WORK 

Although, on the face of it, the 
British National Party fared badly 
in last year's local elections, we are 
keenly aware that we must not be 
complacent and that those results 
were affected by the higher than 
usual turnout generated by the 
general election. 

In many Yorkshire wards even 
though the BNP share of the vote 
went down the number of votes it 
actually received remained 
worryingly high. As our region 
remains infected by a BNP MEP we 
need to carry on building the 
opposition to hatred throughout. 
As well as taking part in the 
national Searchlight Days of Action 
we are planning interventions in 
identified key wards. 

We also have to be careful that 
the changing political landscape 
does not catch us out. During the 
past decade the BNP was often 
successful in areas where the 
Labour Party was under pressure 
and losing support. We need to be 
aware that a similar phenomenon 
could occur in some Lib-Dem 
wards and be prepared to shift our 
focus appropriately. 

Our key local authorities 
continue to be Sheffield, Bradford, 
Leeds, Barnsley, Kirklees, 
Calderdale and Rotherham and it 
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is important that we maintain 
vibrant campaign activity in all 
these areas. 


BARNSLEY CENTRAL 
BY-ELECTION 

The Barnsley by-election was 
potentially tricky because of the 
jailing of its former MP Eric Illsley. 
Barnsley is of particular concern to 
us as this was where the BNP got 
its highest vote at the last 
European election. 

We were determined that we 
would build on the work we had 
done in St Helens ward in the 
constituency previously to damage 
BNP support. We wanted to 
continue winning hearts and 
minds by presenting literature that 
was readable and relevant. 

Two leaflets were produced 
during the campaign and around 
35,000 were delivered. The leaflets’ 
focus was the BNP's misogyny and 
its sick ideas about disabled people. 
Once again we received a great 
response and it is clear that 
Yorkshire women have no time for 
the chauvinism of the BNP. 


REGIONAL TUC 

Once again we were pleased to 
deliver a report to the Regional 
TUC AGN, held at the 
magnificent workers’ stately 
home, Wortley Hall. 

Particular support was given to 
HOPE not hate for our response to 
the EDL in Bradford, which it was 
heart warming to receive. 

The clear focus of this year's 
meeting was of course the cuts 
and the campaigns against them. 
Delegates were clearly appalled at 
the attacks on the public sector 
but also expressed concern about 
how this might aid the far right. 
Trade unions in Yorkshire have 
pledged their ongoing 


HOPE not hate 
campaign leaflet 


commitment to 
the struggle 
against the far 
right and will 
have a key role 
to play working 
alongside HOPE 
not hate to dispel any lies and 
myths generated by the right 
against minorities in the face of 
these cuts. 

As ever our principles of 
collective solidarity and equality 
remain the best bulwarks and 
answers to the division and hatred 
espoused by the right. 


QUEENSBURY 

Our target ward for this year will 
be Queensbury ward in Bradford. 
BNP councillor Paul Cromie was 
re-elected last year by a dozen 
votes after several recounts. 

We are determined that that 
disappointment will be assuaged 
by the defeat of his wife Lynda. @ 


www.hopenothate.org.uk 


East London campaign grows 


THE ANTI-CUTS campaign across the 100-strong meeting at Ilford Town Hall performance by young musicians from 
east London boroughs of Redbridge, on 14 February on a panel that the threatened local arts group. 
Havering and Barking and Dagenham represented several parts of the Many trade union and other banners 

is growing, with local marches, pickets | community that will be hardest hit by were displayed around the hall. 

and leafleting sessions almost every the cuts. All were determined that the Since the meeting local MPs from both 
weekend in the run-up to the national © BNP should not succeed in exploiting main parties have pledged their 

TUC march on 26 March. the cuts to gain support. support and lain Duncan Smith MP will 
Speakers from Redbridge and Epping The meeting, organised by the Labour _ be speaking at a public meeting to 
Forest Together (REFT), the local Group Leader Councillor Bob save the local King George Hospital at 
HOPE not hate group, took part in a Littlewood, opened with a Ilford Town Hall at 6pm on 8 April. 


my 
|| 


a 
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(| to r) Speakers included Gemma Bloomfield (Unison), Sandra Vincent (GMB), Bob Archer (president Redbridge NUT and REFT convenor), Cllr 
Barbara White (Musicians' Union), Sushila Patel (health service activist), John Coombs (Redbridge Pensioners’ Forum), Bronwin Handyside (Unite, 
health service) and Gerry Gable (REFT convenor and Searchlight) 


North Statfs unites against racism 


ALMOST 50 people attended an 
event at the New Vic Theatre in 
Newcastle-under-Lyme last month 
determined to defeat hatred in the 
community. HOPE not hate was 
joined by North Staffordshire 
Campaign against Racism and 
Fascism (NorSCARF) and the 
award winning New Vic 
Borderlines to run the day. 

The “Tackling Hate, Defending 
Communities” conference heard 
from speakers, including the local 
MPs Joan Walley and Rob Flello, 
who commented on how they saw 
the correlation between the 
findings of Searchlight Educational 
Trust's Fear and HOPE report 
and the issues currently facing 
Stoke-on-Trent. 

The panel, which included 
HOPE not hate's David Braniff- 
Herbert and representatives from 
faith organisations, the local 


council and the police, answered 
questions on how we should 
organise ourselves to promote 
peaceful community cohesion 
effectively. 

During the day adults were 
given the opportunity to 
participate in a series of workshops 
while their children took part in 
the acclaimed “World in our 
Street” theatre workshop. 

Many at the conference agreed 
that the biggest threat to 
community cohesion is the six 
British National Party councillors in 


the local area (five in Stoke-on- 
Trent and one in Staffordshire 
Moorlands) and that every effort 
had to be made to ensure they are 
not re-elected in May. 

The HOPE not hate campaign 
and NorSCARF are holding a big 
day of action in Stoke-on-Trent on 
Saturday 16 April. We are 
producing a special tabloid 
newspaper for the day and 
transport will be available from 
across the West Midlands. 

This event is being back by 
Midlands TUC and sponsored 
by the NUT. 

David Braniff-Herbert says: 
“Stoke-on-Trent is our national 
priority this year and that's why 
we are making it a regional day of 
action. We are asking all HOPE 
not hate activists from across the 
West Midlands to come to Stoke 
on 16 April." w 
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Unions back another Union Day 


SEVERAL TRADE UNIONS are signing up to another Union Day 
for the 2011 elections, when anti-BNP leaflets specifically 
addressing union members will be distributed in key areas. 

The event will take place on Friday 8 April. 

Unite has kindly agreed to sponsor the leaflet and other 
unions, including Unison and the GMB, have agreed to take part. 

Midlands TUC has agreed to support the day with a series of 
leafleting sessions across the region. 

This will be the third Union Day organised by HOPE not hate 
and it is an opportunity for us to dissuade union members from 
voting for the BNP or other far-right groups. With economic 
insecurity being such a driver for fear and hate it is vital that we 
address the concerns of those who are feeling most insecure. 

To find out more about Union Friday and to organise an event 


in your workplace please visit www.hopenothate.org.uk. www-ho peno thate-or g:u k 


By Matthew Collins 


IT 1S ALMOST tradition for Billy 
Bragg to signal the start of the 
annual HOPE not hate 
campaign against the British 
National Party with a 
fundraising concert involving a 
rousing rendition of his folk- 
punk catalogue stretching back 
over some nearly 30 years of 
protest and solidarity. eo 
Against the backdrop of deep K4 


spending cuts and rising living ; Fe 
costs, Bragg is as loud and mu 
angry as ever. Forgive us if you 
expected the Barking Bard, 
performing in Manchester on 
12 March, to be sitting back on 
his laurels and not in any way 
trying to enthuse people to take 
back every inch of what we 
stand to lose. 

Bragg remains ahead of the 
competition because he has 
carried everyone on his journey, 
an emotional, angry, warm and 
inspiring insight into the 
documenting of injustice while 
ageing, falling in love and 
becoming a father, all to music. 

For Briana Corrigan, who 
appeared as Bragg's supporting 
act, it was a triumphant return. 
Stepping out from under a 
bushel with the grace, the voice 
and the sheer presence, she has 
been greatly missed. We look 
forward to hearing more of her. 


The last word... last word... 


THE REVOLUTION IS 
ONLY A T-SHIRT AWAY 


Mark Perryman and Hugh Tisdale are the co-founders of Philosophy Football, self-styled 
“sporting outfitters of intellectual distinction". The full range of their T-shirts is available from 


www. philosophyfootball.com. 


Mark Perryman (third from left) and Hugh Tisdale (right) Photo: Simon Green 


| know a man who says that the 
revolution is only a T-shirt away. 

Is Philosophy Football a revolutionary 
sect or ethical agitators? 

We're socialist entrepreneurs and see no 
contradiction in that whatsoever. 


Your company is well known for its 
outspoken promotion of Englishness, a 
progressive and anti-fascist Englishness, 
but it draws it criticisms. Is progressive 
Englishness a contradiction? 

Absolutely not. The Russian and French 
Revolutions were preceded by the 
English Revolution. The clue though is 
in what these great historic moments of 
change are called. The Russian, and so 
on, movements of social change were 
shaped by their national conditions 

and culture. 


What do old(ish) lefties like you do on 
St George’s Day? 

Last year on St George’s Day we 
launched the hugely successful “| am 
England” T-shirt and campaign with 
football's anti-racist campaign Kick it Out. 
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Do you think the English need a 
parliament or legislative assembly to 
bring them into line with the rest of 
the UK? 

Absolutely. Although two useful first 
steps towards this would be making 
St George's Day a public holiday and 
England having its own national 
anthem. Whether you are arch 
monarchist or fervent republican God 
Save the Queen is the British anthem 
not England's own. Wales and Scotland 
have one, why on earth shouldn't 
England too? 


Philosophy Football seems to be 
behind all the good causes and 
fundraisers we hear about. Just how 
many people have benefited from 
Philosophy Football's philosophy that a 
good cause deserves a great T-shirt? 
Stop the War, Viva Palestina, Haiti 
Appeal, Cuba Solidarity, Venezuela 
Solidarity, National Refugee Council, 
International Brigade Memorial Trust, 
Yes to Fairer Votes, and not forgetting 
HOPE not hate! 


As an England fan Mark has taken 
fellow supporters to Auschwitz to lay 
flowers, footballs and T-shirts to 
South African townships, to sing 
football songs with school children 
on almost every away trip, and done 
many, many other eyebrow raising 
activities. Any plans for the London 
Olympics? 

Most definitely! We will be 
championing the message and vision of 
a people's games, not the corporate 
sponsors’ beanfeast of dubious wider 
benefit it has turned into. As to 
specifics, we're keeping those under our 
hat for a tad longer yet. 


Philosophy Football has been a keen 
promoter of the HOPE not hate 
campaign. Where could we improve? 
The Barking and Dagenham general 
election campaign to stop the BNP will 
remain with us for a very long time as 
an inspirational moment. We designed 
and paid for the huge “Our History” 
banner at the campaign HQ, provided 
campaign T-shirts, joined the days of 
action. Brilliant! But there's a danger 
this becomes a highpoint and the 
enormous numbers you involved move 
on. Issues of racism, Islamophobia, 
national identity and immigration 
remain potent for a populist right to 
exploit. We're excited by Searchlight's 
Together campaign, keen to get 
involved, do you need some T-shirts? 


Tell us a secret about Philosophy 
Football. Or at least something we 
didn't know? 

We did a Raise the Flag for Scotland 
once, and even worse for a game 
against England! But it was at a rugby 
match so it wasn't as bad as it might 
have been. a 
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Every month, for 36 years, Searchlight has 
been exposing the far right in Britain and 
abroad. It carries out investigations, reports 
on fascist activity and highlights our own 
campaign. It is the first port of call for 
activists, academics and journalists. 


—_ The BNP hates it. 


So if you want to keep yourself informed on 


the HOPE not hate campaign around the 
country you should subscribe to Searchlight. 


Subscribing by standing order 
will save you 20% on the cover price and 
protect you from future price rises. 
Searchlight, the essential magazine for HOPE 
not hate organisers. 


= Searchlig 
Subscribe to Searchlight SIAR Warrivc mi THe wines 
£24 UK individuals £18 UK concessions* £32 UK organisations 
£36 Europe individuals £43 Non Europe individuals £48 All non-UK organisations 


Please start my subscription with the next issue 
(cheques made payable to Searchlight) 


Name 
Address 
Postcode 
Amount £ 
Or pay by standing order 
Please debit my account with the sum of £ immediately and annually thereafter until cancelled by me in writing. 


Your bank name & address 


Account No Sort Code 


Signature Date 


Pay Searchlight Magazine Ltd (Account No 11110608, 
Sort Code 40-17-45, HSBC, 99 High Street, Chelmsford, CM1 1EQ) 


PLEASE RETURN TO: SEARCHLIGHT, PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG. *Unemployed, OAPs, students. Please send proof. 


Searchlight subscriptions are 100% data-secure, we never give our subscription list to any outside party. 


Let's deliver the 
nockout blow 


Y Re Over the weekend of 16/17 
& _ April the HOPE not hate 
Nai. campaign will be focusing on 
our key regional priorities. 
These are the areas where we 
can beat the BNP and possibly 
deliver the knockout blow to 
Griffin's political future. 


Please attend the event 
closest to you. 


Newcastle 
Saturday 16 April 
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(Transport coming from 
Sheffield & Leeds) 


Burnley 
Sunday 17 April 
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from Manchester) uu 
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North West 
Leicestershire 
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from Coventry) 
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Luton 
Sunday 17 April 


(Transport coming from 
London & Northampton) 
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fiddles, ceilidhs and real ale, 
is currently undergoing a 
renaissance. The UK now has 
more annual traditional music 
festivals than ever before, with 
bigger and younger audiences 
every year. Last month's BBC Folk 
Awards were televised live for the 
first time, marking a level of 
mainstream acknowledgment that 
veteran folkies could not have 
foreseen even a decade ago. 

But folk music also plays host to 
an ideological struggle. In a sense, 
this is nothing new. Traditional 
songs have always mocked and 
satirised authority, and the idea of 
a populist, largely working-class 
art form has understandable 
appeal to the composers of 
political protest music, from 
pioneers such as Phil Ochs and 
Joan Baez to contemporary British 
artists such as Frank Turner and 
Billy Bragg. 

The American folk legend 


progressive causes that he 
famously wrote the words “this 
machine kills fascists" on his 
guitar. 

But conversely, there is a chance 
that the perceived conservatism of 
the genre, coupled with the 
emphasis that it places on 
preserving “authentic” cultural 
traditions, can lend itself to the 
purveyors of some dangerous 
nationalist myths. The Nazi image 
of the Aryan "Volk", living out an 
idealised rural lifestyle, bears an 
undeniable resemblance to a lot of 
English pastoral fantasy. 

With this in mind, it is 
unsurprising that British fascists 
have attempted to exploit folk 


music to further their own agenda. 


The rise in the popularity of the 
folk subculture has coincided with 
a concerted attempt by the British 
National Party to distance itself 
from the “boot boy” image of its 
past. With White Power rock 


"Bollocks to Nick 
Griffin!" The 
Imagined Village with 
800 fans in 
Birmingham 


soundtrack, and for a while it 
seemed that folk music might 
provide what it was looking for. 

The first encroachment upon 
the world of folk music started 
with the formation of Great 
White Records (GWR) in 2005. 
GWR recorded and promoted the 
BNP's own unlikely “artists” who 
were in reality just a series of well 
known far-right activists. 

Former BNP candidate Lee 
Haggan and Dave Hannam, the 
party's former deputy treasurer 
and criminal, were portrayed as 
part of an exciting new 
generation of nationalist singer- 
songwriters, even if Haggan had 
to get Nick Griffin, the BNP 
chairman, to write many of his 
lyrics for him. Former Dewsbury 
councillor Colin Auty wrote 
and recorded a song called 
“Savile Town, Where's It Gone?” 
denigrating an entire 
community that as a councillor 


hundreds of thousands of pounds guitar 
a year for the National Front and 
later the nazi terror group Combat 
18, it seems that almost no one 
was willing to spend money on 
GWR's austere output, and by 
2008 GWR was dead in the water. 
In an attempt to minimise the 
humiliation caused by its failure 
the label was hurriedly 
incorporated into the party's 
merchandising wing, Excalibur. 
With its own music having 
flopped, the BNP stepped up its 
attempts to co-opt more 
established folk artists and 
institutions, and misleadingly 
present them as its own. Yorkshire 
BNP activists were encouraged to 
infiltrate local folk clubs and use 
them as a recruiting ground, a 
tactic that was later officially 
promoted in the 2010 Activists’ 
and Organisers’ Handbook. John 
Walker, head of the BNP's Radio 
RWB (Red, White Blue), began 
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